


Clerks Report – May 2026

Christmas decorations
Have asked a local manufacturer to look at designing a suitable bracket that would hold the blizzards.  If this is suitable then would need to seek permission from the property owners to potentially fit this adjacent to the current light fittings.  Have also been in contact with companies, with a view to upgrading the lights, but to date have only managed to obtain one quote, which I will take to the W & E committee.
Bus Shelter Market Place
The W & E Committee have agreed the design for the mural for this bus shelter.
Councillor mailboxes and cyber security
Cloudy IT have been chosen to upgrade  Microsoft 365, work to migrate all the information will be taking place later this month.  Also to confirm the Wi-Fi in the building has now been upgraded and the system has been locked down with each user having a closed network.  A ‘guest’ access has also been created.  
New Councillors
Two new Councillors were elected, uncontested, at the end of April.  Michael Trinder and Tom Whittingham.  They will  be joining the Council for their first Full Council meeting on the 12th May 2026.
Internal Audit
The Internal Audit has now been completed and final report has been received.  This will be taken to the next Finance Committee for consideration of any recommendations, following which, the report, actions etc will be taken to Full Council for approval before information is sent to the External Auditor by the end of June.
General Town Maintenance
A tree survey of trees in the churchyard/burial ground to be carried out.
VAS – London Road
We are still waiting to hear back from Bovis regarding permission to install a VAS on the verge near the Keble Fields Estate, which is owned by them.
Allotments
Guttering and water butts will be installed on the allotments as agreed by the W & E Committee.
Bull Alley
You may all be aware that Bull Alley is not owned by anyone.  We have been trying for many years for PROW to add this path to their list of designated footpaths and are in the process of obtaining evidence from residents which forms part of the process to move this forward.  However we have received many many complaints regarding the state of the path which is hazardous, especially for those with mobility issues.  As a result of this the W & E Committee have agreed to resurface the path at a cost of £1795.
Skatepark Event – Summer
A skatepark event will be taking place on he 22nd August.
Litterpick
A message to placed in the next newsletter to establish interest from residents to participate in a townwide litterpick.
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