
Amendments to Standing Orders - May 2026
Amend Standing Order 4:
4. COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 
a. Unless the Council determines otherwise, a committee may appoint a sub- Committee whose terms of reference and members shall be determined by the Committee. 
b. The members of a committee may include non-councillors unless it is a committee which regulates and controls the finances of the Council.  [Such non-councillor members shall not have the right to vote.] (Advice from GALC is that legislation does not currently permit them to.)
c. Unless the Council determines otherwise, all the members of an advisory committee and a sub-committee of the advisory committee may be non-councillors. (Implications of non-councillors on committees or sub-committees not having a right to vote?) 
d. The Council may appoint standing committees or other committees as may be necessary, and: 
i shall determine their terms of reference; 
ii shall determine the number and time of the ordinary meetings of a standing committee up            until the date of the next annual meeting of the Council. 
iii shall permit a committee, other than in respect of the ordinary meetings of a committee, to determine the number and time of its meetings; 
iv shall, subject to standing orders 4(b) and (c), appoint and determine the terms of office of members of such a committee; 
v	may, subject to standing orders 4(b) and (c), appoint and determine the terms of office of the substitute members to a Committee whose role is to replace ordinary members at a meeting of a Committee if the ordinary members of the Committee confirm to the Proper Officer 5 days before the meeting that they are unable to attend; 
vi           may [, after it has appointed the members of a standing committee,] permit the committee to appoint its own Chair and deputy Chair at the first meeting of the committee, or may itself appoint a Chair and deputy Chair for the committee;
vii.         may permit a committee other than a standing committee to appoint its own Chair [and deputy Chair] at the first meeting of the committee, or may itself appoint a Chair [and deputy Chair] for the committee; 
viii.        shall determine the place, notice requirements and quorum for a meeting of a committee and a sub-committee which, in both cases, shall be no less than three; 
ix.          shall determine if the public may participate at a meeting of a committee; 
x.           shall determine if the public and press are permitted to attend the meetings of a sub-committee and also the advance public notice requirements, if any, required for the meetings of a sub-committee; 
xi. shall determine if the public may participate at a meeting of a sub-committee that they are permitted to attend; and 
xii. may dissolve a committee or a sub-committee. 
xiii. shall delegate decision-making powers to the Planning Committee which will meet once or twice a month (if required) to execute its statutory role as a consultee on local planning matters. Following each planning Committee a full copy of the minutes will be circulated to all Councillors. If three or more Councillors wish to revisit a specific planning decision, an extraordinary meeting can be requested within 24 hours of receiving the Minutes, or the matter will be placed on the Agenda for the next Full council meeting, depending on the deadline for views to be made known to the planning authority.
Explanation:
The amendments to b and c may not be necessary.  Advice from GALC is that legislation does not currently allow non-councillor members on committees or sub-committees to have the right to vote.
Th amendments to d. vi and vii is (in conjunction with proposed amendment to Standing Order 6 – see below) to ensure that if the Chair of a committee resigns there is still a person to perform the functions of the Chair in calling extraordinary meetings or in making urgent decisions.  It also gives the Council the right to appoint the Chairs of committees if it wishes to do so.  It may also help involve more Councillors in active roles and in succession management.
The amendment at the end of d. xiii is because there may be a different authority for some matters (or in future under LGR).

Amend Standing order 6:
6. EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL, COMMITTEES AND SUB- COMMITTEES. 
a. The Chair of the Council may convene an extraordinary meeting of the Council at any time. 
b. If the Chair of the Council does not call an extraordinary meeting of the Council within seven days of having been requested inn writing to do so by two councillors, any two councillors may convene an extraordinary meeting of the Council. The public notice giving the time, place and agenda for such a meeting shall be signed by the two councillors. 
c. The Chair of a committee or sub-committee may convene an extraordinary meeting of the committee or sub-committee at any time. 
d. If the Chair of a committee or sub-committee does not call an extraordinary meeting within 5 days of having been requested to do so by 2 members of the committee or sub-committee may convene an extraordinary meeting of the committee or sub-committee.
e. In the case where there is no Chair of a committee or sub-committee the deputy Chair may perform the functions of the Chair.

