Planning Report to Town Council January 2026
Key Points:
1) We have submitted our response to CDC’s Regulation 18 consultation on the Local Plan Update, highlighting the major constraints and challenges for Fairford and the need for CDC to work with us on a spatial strategy and other aspects if they want to make this a sustainable location for major new housing development and a ‘Main Service Centre’.

2) Separately from this but related, I am working on the case for a lower overall housing requirement for the District, based on housing market and demographic considerations, with a view to making a joint representation with other Parish/Town Councils on this.  In simple terms, the implications from the standard method formula are flawed because the housing market area is defined too narrowly, and simply building more houses will fail to address the perceived affordability problem.

3) We are pursuing CDC concerning what they intend to do about enforcing the planning obligations re the Leisure Centre including the swimming pool at Lake 104, etc. and are intending to write to the Secretary of State for Transport jointly with Kempsford and Lechlade to pre-empt any attempt by the developer to extend the longer-term closure of the footpaths there.

4) The revised application for the land west of Hatherop Road (25/01717/FUL; up to 98 homes), which is more compliant with the Fairford Neighbourhood Plan policies particularly on mix of dwelling sizes, has finally been approved and we are hoping that this will now move forward instead of the original one, to better address local housing need.

5) We have formally objected to the proposed development of 3 houses on the green space between Park Close and Queensfield, and understand this application has been requested to be referred to the CDC Planning Committee if approval is recommended.

6) We are seeking additional information about a Rainier application for up to 74 dwellings on remaining land between Keble Fields and the London Road Industrial Estate before responding – Issues with environmental quality and drainage and we would likely have to object on the basis of conflict with our Neighbourhood Plan in the absence of a spatial strategy for further development in Fairford under the Local Plan Update.

7) We have received a response from Ofwat confirming that the planned upgrade of the Fairford sewage treatment works is included in the new Thames Water business plan.  However, we are still awaiting confirmation from TW of how much additional development this will be able to support without a further upgrade.
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