Report by Cllr Michael Vann for FTC on 08 04 25
Cala (land at Hatherop Road):
Cala made presentation of their latest plans in the Community Centre on 2 April. Cala’s revised proposals go to CDC shortly. Briefly there is proposed an increase to 98 homes and an increase in proportion of 2/3 beds. Cala are making a substantial investment in revising the scheme they bought so action (and review) coming soon.

The Folly planning appeal:
CDC has submitted its report to the Planning Inspector following its detailed rejection of the original planning application. With the comments of FTC I shall be very disappointed if the appeal succeeds. Fairford deserves better than this proposed development.

Park Close:
No real progress with my getting access to old CDC files- no outright refusal but as yet nothing received. I am pressing.

3G All weather pitch for Farmor’s School:
Farmor’s School has made a CIL application which is being reviewed by CDC.

LIFT (Low Income Family Tracker):
LIFT is an innovative data tool to support vulnerable residents and provides targeted support to households in financial difficulty. Just one other local authority has introduced a variant of LIFT. The technology enables council staff to identify at risk households by compiling data from CDC’s existing records such as housing benefit and council tax support claims and cross reference these with publicly available information.
The outcome to date is that Cotswold residents have had made available to them this year £1.3M of pension benefits not previously offered to them by central government.
This is thanks to the initiative of Claire Bloomer, Cabinet member for Communities.



Devolution:
CDC is holding a Cotswold Town and Council Summit in Cirencester on 4 June. Decisions now taken by CDC may be devolved to FTC. 
The meeting should enable FTC to benefit from the experience of other third tier councils. This will include a representative from Chippenham Town Council (in being in its present form since 2009 when Wiltshire became a unitary authority).
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