Clerks Report –Works & Events meeting 25th June 2024

Toddler Area Refurbishment
As with all works that involve moving soil, until the earth settles, unevenness is expected.  We have had two complaints; one involves the roundabout which has been resolved the other the ground covered by grassmatting.  We must wait for the grass to grow through.  The contractors have been advised and have been out to try to resolve this as best they can, given the current weather conditions.
Playground area
Have asked Willow Garden Services, who mow the grass in the town, to mow right up to the wall in the playground as this is where youngsters hide and then pull-out stones from the wall.  With the imminent changes to the lease for the playground, which means that we will be looking after all the field and part contributing to the cost of any wall repairs, this is something that we need to tackle.  Bob Gray our caretaker has recently had training for dry stone walling and will be able to tackle the smaller jobs.  
Town Crier Competition
Have had a few cancellations and numbers have therefore dropped.  We currently have 8 town criers that have confirmed attendance.
Invitations have gone out to members of the community.
Slightly disappointed that we have so few criers attending.  Suggest if numbers fall even lower we postpone.
Andy Stopka our town crier has been contacted and he is happy that 8 is ok to go ahead.
Youth engagement event
Planning of holding a youth engagement event at the skate park on Thursday 11th July (5.30 – 8.30pm) with The Door, local PCSOs, skate tuition, pizzas etc with the aim to promote respect and inclusivity and responsible behaviour in the park before the summer holidays really start. The costs are covered by the Safer Streets grant received from PCC. 
Disabled Parking Bays
We are continually being asked about stopping people parking on the disabled parking bays in the Market Place.  However, it appears that the only parking bays where enforcement applies are the bays opposite Boots in the High Street.  The Market Place bays are not enforceable and are advisory only.  In order for this to change a TRO would have to be applied for at huge expense.
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