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The Town Council would like to wish everyone a very 
Happy New Year! 
 
We at Fairford Town Council are pleased that the 
Christmas Market was well received and popular with the 
people of Fairford. It really was very pleasing to see 
everyone of all age groups enjoying themselves together 
again. 
 
Thank you to all the local volunteers who helped us 
prepare, put up and take down the Christmas 
decorations for the Town. We are pleased that the 
feedback for this years decorations (especially the 
Christmas tree) have been very positive. 
 
In the coming months you will see additional bicycle 
racks installed in the Walnut Tree Field, High Street & 
Market Place (supported by the Cotswold District 
Council Welcome Back Fund, this is funded through the 
European Regional Development Fund) and 
improvements to footpaths and signage around the Town 
including oak waymarker posts with original path names 
engraved on them, generously funded by the Welcome 
Back Fund and the Ernest Cook Trust.  
Also starting on 28th Feb, we are trialing a youth club in 
Fairford at the Community Centre, aimed at years 6 – 9 
and run by World Jungle. This is a new project, and we 
hope it’s positively received and well used. It’s important 
that we find out what young people want from a youth 
club, so do encourage your children in years 6, 7, 8 & 9 to 
come along and let World Jungle know what they want. 
For more information see page 7 of the Newsletter.  
 
We are continuing to work hard for the Town to secure a 
new site for a burial ground and to complete work on the 
Neighbourhood Plan ready for its submission to CDC in 
the early spring.  
Best Wishes 
 
James 
 

Cllr James Nicholls  

Fairford Town Mayor 

james@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

As both populations and traffic levels increase many 
communities across the UK are considering lowering their 
current 30mph limits to 20mph. This is a safety measure 
designed to not overly hinder motorists while protecting 
the safety of pedestrians.  
 
Here in Fairford our existing road structure is very limited 
in the amount in can change, while our population has 
soared in recent years and will likely continue to do so. 
This change has seen more pedestrians and more traffic 
using the same pavements and roads and has therefore 
increased the risk of an accident. 
 
The Town Council and Gloucestershire Highways have 
been working on a proposal to reduce Fairford's speed 
limits as part of the Fairford Transport Plan which was 
initiated in 2021. This plan would see most of the existing 
30mph areas reduced to a 20mph zone. It would also see 
an extension of the 30mph limits into current 40mph 
areas. Critically this latter alteration would see some of 
our new housing estates now fall into a 30mph zone 
rather than a 40mph one. This would increase safety 
levels for those residents as they walk or cycle into town 
or to school for example. 
 
While Gloucestershire Constabulary will have the final say 
on exactly where the new limits would be set, for your 
awareness and comment the following map is the Town 
Council's proposal. Interestingly, due to the relatively 
small distances involved in driving through Fairford the 
difference between driving at 30mph and 20mph between 
Cinder Lane and the Marlborough, for example, is just 60 
seconds. This is a minor increase in journey time, while 
the safety increase for all is significant and as such your 
Town Council would like to make these changes for the 
safety of all residents and visitors in 2022. 
 
 
If you would like to comment on this proposal at this 
stage, please email phil@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk or 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Follow us on Twitter for up 

to date news and 

information from your 

Council. @fairfordcouncil 

Find us on Facebook - 

search for Fairford Town 

Council. 

 

Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

 

If you would like to contact 

us then please email: 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next two Full Town 

Council Meetings will be at 

7.00pm on Tuesday 8th 

February and Tuesday 8th 

March in the Fairford 

Community Centre. 
 



 

  

 
Requested changes 
BLUE  New 20 MPH Zone 
ORANGE Extended 30 MPH Zone 
GREEN (Park St and Leafield Rd) Proposed first cycle lane 
 
Proposed future changes 
GREEN (Dashed)   Indication of intention to provide a cycle lane through the 
     Town  
GREEN (Arrows)   Indication of intention to connect Cirencester and Lechlade 
 

Further details can be found on the Transport Plan on the Town Council website: 
https://fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/town-council/projects/ 



 

  

 

100 CLUB 
100 Club is running again this year to help our fundraising 
efforts. Half of all the money raised each year is distributed 
in cash prizes, the remaining half is added to our charitable 
funds. Thank you to everybody that has joined the 100 Club 
for 2022, draws take place on the last Saturdays of January, 
March, May, July, September and November. 
AGM 
The AGM will be held at 19:30 on 1st March 2022 at Fairford 
Community Centre. All welcome! 
EVENTS FOR 2022 
We are currently planning several fundraising and 
community events for 2022. Provisional dates for your 
diaries include: 
10th April: Craft Fair, Lechlade Memorial Hall 
29th June: Open Gardens, Langford Downs Southrop 
27th November: Craft Fair and Annual Raffle, Lechlade 
Memorial Hall 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW ADMINISTRATOR 
We are pleased to have Kerry Simms join our team as our 
new administrator. After many years we are sad to see 
Christine Barker leaving our organisation. Christine has 
provided fantastic support for the Charity and has been a 
huge asset to us. We wish her all the best for the future. If 
you have any queries or questions, please note the new 
administrator’s email is admin@friendsoffairford.org.uk.  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Our wonderful volunteers play a vital role in the support we 
can deliver to the communities. We are currently recruiting 
for volunteers to assist in our Lechlade shop and to join our 
team of drivers. If you can help or would like to learn more, 
please get in touch: 
Patient Transport: Val Harvey 07540 798 226 or 
voluntarycarservicelof@gmail.com 
Lechlade shop: 01367 252 189 or pop in and talk to Nicola. 
 
With thanks for all your support.  Please refer to our website  
www.friendsoffairford.org.uk for more information about 
the Community Friends 
Shelley Welsh, Chair Friends of Fairford & Lechlade 
Communities (Reg. Charity No. 1180059) 
  
 

There are 5 publicly 
accessible defibrillators 
in Fairford. These are at 
the following locations: 
 

• Fairford Fire Station, 
Hatherop Road. 

 

• The Bull Hotel, 
Market Place. 

 
• Fairford Youth 

Football Club, 
Horcott Road. 

 

• The Old Phone Box, 
Milton Street. 

 

• Bowls Club, East End.  
 
Other defibrillators are 
available during 
operating hours at: 

• Fairford Community 
Centre;  

• Hilary Cottage 
Surgery; 

• Fairford Town 
Football Club &  

• White Cottage Dental 
Practice. 
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Building on the success of the ‘Talking Cafe’ initiated by 
‘Fairford & Lechlade Working4Wellbeing’, we are now in the 
process of starting a Fairford and District Men’s Shed. Men 
often find it difficult to deal with loneliness, often following 
retirement, bereavement or through poor health and access 
to facilities where they can meet others, socialise, discuss 
problems and seek advice.  The Men’s Shed aims to provide 
the environment and expertise where they can meet, chat 
with others over a ‘cuppa’ and have the facilities to 
undertake hobbies and projects as well as obtain the 
necessary support. 
 
Through the support of the Ernest Cook Trust (ECT) we are 
now in the process of developing the Dovecote and adjoining 
Workshop, off Park Street, as the venue for our own, local, 
Men’s Shed. This will not only enable us to have premises 
very suitable for our use, but it will also bring back into use 
one of Fairford’s most historic buildings.  Once this work is 
completed our aim is to have the Men’s Shed ‘up and 
running’ in the next couple of months. 
If you believe that the Men’s Shed can be of help to you, or 
you have the time to assist us in setting up and running it, 
please get in touch with us. As we believe that this will be a 
valuable community asset any donations which you may 
wish to make by way of equipment or funding, would be very 
welcome. 
 
Malcolm Cutler - 01285 712173 or 
malcolmcutler214@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

The next meeting is a 
DAYTIME MEETING on 

Thursday 24th  
February at 10 am 

at Fairford Community 
Centre 

(please note the fourth 
Thursday rather than the 

usual third Thursday) 
Edwin Cuss will give a 

presentation on Farming 
around Fairford 

 and on 
Thursday 17th March at 

7.30pm  
at Fairford Community 

Centre  
Location Location 

Location! A History of 
Lechlade:  

charting the town’s history 
using maps and 

photographs from the 
Lechlade History Society 

Archives by Marian 
Winckles  

Membership £5. Visitors are 
welcome to attend meetings 

at £3 per session 
For further information 
contact Alison on 01285 

711768 or email:  
enquiry@fairfordhistory.org.

uk or visit 
www.fairfordhistory.org.uk 

World Jungle, 
Working4Wellbeing, 
Fairford Town Council and 
the Cotswold Youth Network 
are working together to 
create more activities for 
children and young people in 
the Fairford area. Over the 
next few months we will be 
running some activities and 
talking to young people 
about what sort of things 
they would like to happen in 
Fairford including starting a 
regular Monday night youth 
club in the town.  
From the 28th Feb we will be 
running a weekly activity at 
the Community Centre from 
6:30 - 8:30 every Monday for 
years 6-9 (ages 11-14) . There 
will be different activities 
each week including creative 
projects, circus skills, music, 
discussions, sports and 
games, planning events as 
well as just chilling out and 
having a laugh!  
We would also be interested 
to hear from any older 
teenagers who would like to 
volunteer and support the 
project. You will get access to 
training, have fun, meet new 
people and it will also be 
great work experience as well 
as look good on your CV. 
Also if there are any parents 
or adults who might like to 
volunteer or help in other 
ways by fundraising, baking 
cakes that would be great, 
there may also even be 
employment opportunities. If 
you would like to be involved 
in any aspects of the 
development of this exciting 
initiative for Fairford please 
email 
ben@worldjungle.org.uk or 
coordinator@working4wellb
eing.org.uk 

 

mailto:ben@worldjungle.org.uk
mailto:coordinator@working4wellbeing.org.uk
mailto:coordinator@working4wellbeing.org.uk


 

  

 

For those who haven’t heard Working for Wellbeing have now gained Charity Status and 
you can find us under charity number 1197291. We want to thank everyone who have been 
so supportive of W4W, there are too many to name! We wouldn’t be doing the great work 
without all the support of partnerships, networking, Volunteers, Funders, attenders and 
the great team that is behind W4W. 
 
W4W is excited to bring you a Digital inclusion programme. This will consist of 
Workshops hosted by Barclays Digital Eagles virtually. These workshops can be accessed 
remotely from home or attended in a community space where computer Buddies will be 
able to assist you in your learning. The Digital Eagles sessions will start off with the 
basics, we are aiming these workshops for beginners however we have a more developed 
programme as we go along so whatever your skill level please get in touch. The workshops 
will run over 4 consecutive weeks commencing on the 24th of February 12pm start. The 
Workshops will be dealing with basics of internet and devices, scams, internet safety and 
using the internet and devices for entertainment. If you would like to sign up to these 
workshops as a service user, please contact me. If you are already digitally confident and 
you could offer your skills during the workshops as a Buddy I would love to hear from 
you. 
 
We are also delighted to confirm the DigiBus is coming to Fairford and Lechlade. Digibus 
is a mobile digital lab in an accessible converted double-decker bus, fitted with 
computers, laptops, tablets, a 3D 
printer, robotics and coding and a virtual reality system. An onboard trainer will provide 
personalised sessions for visitors so they can learn as much or as little as they like; 
whether it's how to order their medication or groceries online, chat to friends and family, 
stay safe using the internet, or finding out about important services or social networks 
that can provide further support. For those that want to be inspired they can experience 
virtual reality or try out coding or even robotics! 
We would love to see as many of you on this programme as Service Users or as Buddy 
Volunteers, so I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Fairford Crafters are coming to Fairford on the 1st Wednesday of the Month. First session 
will be 2nd February 2pm-4pm at Fairford Community Centre. This is a social group for 
all skill levels and all types of crafts. You will attend each week with any medium of craft 
and share with the group what you have been working on and take ideas from others and 
their projects. This is a FREE group with donations welcome 
 
Every Wednesday the Coordinator can be found at the W4W Talking Café at Fairford 
Community Centre 10am-12pm, come along for a cup of tea.  
Most Wednesdays you will just find us all chatting and drinking tea  
but on occasions I do invite speakers along, as well as on the last  
Wednesday of the month a book swap. 
If you need guidance on where to find help, please contact  
Mary Ann on: 07555 738138 or email her on  
coordinator@working4wellbeing.org.uk. 
 



 



 

 

 

People For You is now 
in its 12th year, 

providing a much valued 
volunteer befriending 

service in the 
communities of Fairford,  

Lechlade and 
neighbouring villages. 
People For You offers 

regular companionship 
at a time when a person 
might be feeling cut off 
from their community.  

We provide an ever 
expanding high-quality 
service to prevent and 
reduce isolation and 

loneliness. I am 
delighted to announce 

that People For You has 
agreed funding from The 

Friends of Fairford & 
Lechlade  

If you feel you would 
benefit from having a 

regular visitor, please do 
get in touch with Sue 

who will call to visit you 
or, if you have an hour to 

spare a week, again 
please get in touch. 

Sue.peopleforyou@grcc.
org.uk 

Mobile: 07810 630167 


