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FULL COUNCIL MEETING – JUNE 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A GOOD PLACE TO BE 

 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 8TH JUNE 2021 
 

Present:    Cllr Nicholls  Cllr Harrison Cllr Boulton 
    Cllr Doherty  Cllr Hill  Cllr Lipscombe 
    Cllr O’Connell  Cllr Roberts  Cllr Sanford 
    Cllr Thornhill 
 
In attendance: Vanessa Lawrence, Roz Morton (Clerks), District Cllr Andrews, 
District Cllr Trotter, County Cllr Morris 
 
30 21/22     Apologies for absence 
   Apologies were received from Cllr Foxall, Cllr Bird and Cllr Hill, which were 
   accepted.  

 
31   21/22 Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda 
   None received. 
 
32 21/22   To approve the Minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting held 
   on the 4th May 2021 
   It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Town Council 
   meeting held on the 4th May 2021.  Proposed Cllr Boulton, seconded Cllr 
   Doherty – all in favour. 
 
33 21/22  Clerks’/Chairman’s report 
   The Clerk’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting and covered Actions 
   from previous meetings, which included highways issues, church path,  
   noticeboards, litter pick, playground equipment and Walnut Tree Field 
 

34 21/22 To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation – there is a 
   10-minute time limit) if members of the public are present. 
   N/A 
 

35 21/22 To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public Participation, if 
   applicable. 
   N/A 
 
36 21/22  Chairman’s Announcements 
   Cllr Nicholls reported that Cllr Bird and his partner have just become parents.  
   Congratulations were extended to the proud parents. 
 
37 21/22 To consider correspondence received (for information only   
   emailed) 
   The Clerk reported that any correspondence had been forwarded during the  
   month. 
 
38 21/22  To receive report from District Councillor/County Councillors (e- 
   mailed) 
   County Cllr Morris reported as follows: 
   - Fairford Transport Plan – Thanks to Cllr Bird for sending him details of the  

   Fairford Transport Plan and the ‘To Do List”.  Dan Tiffney (GCC Highways), Cllr 
   Morris and Cllr Bird have met and discussed this in detail, and this is ongoing. 

   - Sewage – Meeting arranged with Thames Water for early July.  Cllrs were  
      invited to attend. 
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   - Rural Crime – Thefts on the high side.  The new Police Commissioner is keen to 
     work with Town and Parish Councils to enable Councils to achieve the best  
     possible solutions for policing within the community. 

   - Lakes Gravel extraction – Impact assessment to be carried out 
   - Coln House School – Needs to gather more information on this matter 
   - Milestone House/Lake 104 – Has received no information regarding the  

     footpaths as yet. 
  
  Cllr Morris expressed his intention to help with flooding and road issues, and is  

keen to improve his skill sets. 
 
   Cllr Roberts asked if there was any further information regarding the lighting on 

  the Cirencester Road, and Victory Villas verge.   
 
   These matters are included in the FTC Transport Plan and Cllr Morris is looking 

  at this together with Glos. Highways. 
 

ACTION:  Clerk to obtain updated version of the FTC Transport Plan from Cllr Bird 

   Cllr Boulton asked if more funds could be made available to PROW as there are 
   many matters that require attention, for which there are no funds available.  The 
   funding is very  low for such a large area. 
   Cllr Morris said that he will look into this and will get back to us.  He also said 
   that he is looking at the possibility of using footpath wardens even though we are 
   not in the AONB.  
 
   Cllr Harrison asked if there was any mileage in including footpaths in the  
   transport plan in order to obtain better funding. 
   Cllr Boulton asked if there was an update on progress with electric car charging 
   points. 
   Cllr Morris said that he is looking into this and that GCC will be trialling charging 
   points next year and that we should express our interest. 
 
   District Cllr Doherty reported as follows:- 
   - EV charging points – Difficulty in finding contractors willing to take on low  
     density areas.   
     Monthly report circulated prior to the meeting and covered  
     Overview and Scrutiny meeting 
     Sewage and flooding 
     Cirencester Flood prevention 
     Dog bins 
 
   District Cllr Andrews reported as follows:- 
   - Lakes 103/104 – Planning enforcement relating to trees, whether rules have 
     been followed.  Landscape ecology Management Plan – Impact 
   - Coln House School – Cllr Andrews has put in a case for this to dealt with by the 
     Planning Committtee.  Decision on this will be next week.  Full details were  
     circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
   Cllr Roberts asked if any pressure has been put on GCC to ensure that Fairford 
   receives funding as a result of the sale of Coln House School, outside of the  
   normal statutory payment and whether funds could be made available for funding 
   a badly needed exercise/sports facility.   
 
   Cllr Andrews replied that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee are looking at 
   lessons that can be learnt from the relinquishment of previous sporting facilities 
   and are looking to make a recommendation that some form of facility should be 
   provided in Fairford.  Leisure Strategy will be looking at funding and the current 
   provider (SLM).   
 
   Cllr Trotter reported as follows:- 
    - Lechlade to Fairford path - Sustrans have come back with a proposal to re-do 
      their previous report.  This should be available from the 15th June and Cllr  
     Trotter said that he would forward this to FTC on receipt. 
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39 21/22 To receive other reports 
   - Meeting with Tony Dale – Report circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr  
     Thornhill reported that Serviced offices in the town had been mentioned and 
     whether Coln House School could be used for this.  Cllr Thornhill is happy to 
     contact office services companies to try to establish what requirement there  
     might  be in this area.  
   - Meeting with ECT – Cllr Roberts & Cllr Nicholls –An alternative piece of 
      land has been offered for a new burial ground, however there was some  
      discussion relating to this land historical evidence that this has flooding issues.  
      Cllr Doherty said that money has been budgeted for to cover any investigations 
      that might be required, and it is to be expected that we will have to carry these 
      out for whatever land is offered to us in order to finally find the most suitable 
      location.   Cllr Boulton said that another piece of land that could be suitable is a 
      small area off Welsh Way and Cllr Nicholls was asked to put this to the ECT at 
      their next meeting. 

ACTION:  Cllr Nicholls to speak to the ECT regarding possible site on the Welsh 
Way. 

   - World Jungle Event – 2nd June 2021 – Cllr Lipscombe – Report circulated 
      prior to the meeting. 
   - Totterdown Residents & RAF Fairford - Cllr Roberts – Report circulated 
      prior to the meeting.  Cllr Roberts reported that this had been a very productive 
      meeting and the conclusion reached is that there had been a lack of   
      communication which appears to be the root cause of the current issues.  All the 
      options for the residents regarding provision of a water supply, were costly and 
      the MOD have confirmed that they are unable to help as funds made available 
      to them are from the public purse.  Various options were considered and  
     another meeting is scheduled for the end of June. 
   - Lakes 104 development – Cllr Thornhill reported that work is in progress.  
     The developer has advised that they were not aware that the certain footpaths 
     had been closed off. 
   - CEAG – Cllr Roberts reported that reports from April & June had been  
     circulated on the Cllrs page of the website. 
   - Wellbeing Group – Cllr Roberts reported that a c0-ordinator had been  
      appointed – Mary Ann Dibbs.  A Community Café, currently in Lechlade, is  
     open with a Fairford Café due to open when Covid restrictions permit.  Funding 
     is being sourced.  They have a new logo .  Cllr Doherty reported that the  
     Kempsford Café is also up and running and is proving very successful. 
   - FCC Management Committee – Cllr Doherty reported that recruitment for 
     a caretaker was underway.  One of the lifts in the building requires repair or  
     replacement and having received advice from a lift specialist it was agreed that it 
     would more cost effective to repair rather than replace.  The cost for this is to be 
     bourne by the landlords FTC and PCC. 

ACTION:  Clerk to add this item to the Agenda for the Finance Committee meeting 
and to add recommendation from the Finance Committee to the Agenda for the 
next Full Council meeting. 
 

FINANCE 
40 21/22 To receive report from Chair of Finance 
   No report as there was no meeting held in May. 
 

41 21/22 To approve retrospectively payments to end of May 2021 – Total  
   £14032.34 
   It was RESOLVED to approve, retrospectively, payments to the end of May  
   2021.  Proposed Cllr Doherty, seconded Cllr Boulton – all in favour 
 
42 21/22 To consider and agree Reconciliation Report – 31st May 2021 
   It was RESOLVED to agree Reconciliation Report at 31st May 2021.  Proposed 
   Cllr Doherty, seconded Cllr Sanford – all in favour. 
 
43      21/22 To consider and agree Annual Governance Statement (AGAR 2020/21) 
  Cllr Doherty explained the Annual Governance Statement and each box was ticked 

accordingly.  It was RESOLVED to agree the Statement and the document was duly 
signed by the Chairman.  Proposed Cllr Doherty, seconded Cllr Boulton – all in 
favour. 
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44     21/22 To consider and agree Accounting Statement (AGAR 2020/21) 
  The Accounting Statement was considered and following brief explanation from the 

Chair of Finance it was RESOLVED to agree the Statement and this was duly signed 
by the Chairman.  Proposed Cllr Boulton, seconded Cllr Doherty – all in favour. 

 
45     21/22 To consider and agree Internal Auditors Report and any actions to be 

taken from the report. 
  Cllr Doherty reported that there was nothing of significance in the report.  It was 

RESOLVED to agree the Internal Auditors Report.  Proposed Cllr Doherty, seconded 
Cllr Roberts – all in favour. 

    

PLANNING 
46 21/22 To receive the minutes of the Planning committee meeting held on  

   1st June 2021 (unapproved) 

   The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 1st June was  

   received.   

 

47 21/22 To receive report from Chair of Planning 

   Cllr Harrison reported his disappointment with the Coln House School  

   application relating to the design changes, which it was felt did not meet the  

   requirements for the conservation area.  The report was received with no  

   comment. 

 

WORKS & COMMUNITY 

48 21/22 To receive the minutes of the W & C Meeting held on the 25th May  

   2021 (unapproved) 

   The Minutes of the W & C Meeting were received with no comment.   

 

49 21/22 To receive a report from the Chair of Works & Committee  

   Cllr Boulton reported that much had been covered in the Clerk’s report.  A 

    further matter to report is the completion of the Tree Survey at St. Mary’s 

    Drive. 

 

50 21/22 To consider and agree to holding a late-night market during the 

    summer months. 

   Following discussion all Councillors felt that this was very good idea.  Cllr 

    O’Connell suggested that this should be held on a Wednesday following 

    the normal Wednesday Market, so that there is less disruption, with the 

    Market Place already being closed off during the day.  The Clerks to  

    establish the legal requirements for this.  The W & C Committee to take 

    this forward and this will be added to the Agenda for the next meeting.  It 

    was therefore RESOLVED to hold a late-night market during the summer 

    months.  Proposed Cllr Nicholls, seconded Cllr Thornhill. 

ACTION:  Clerks to contact CDC licencing  and Cotswold Markets 

 

51 21/22 To consider and agree to quarterly playground checks by  

    specialised contractor (Greenfields) £95.00 per visit. 

   Discussion took place regarding the playground checks and the regularly 

    of the checks.  It was agreed that these should be done on a regular weekly 

    basis, carried out in house but with a quarterly inspection carried out by a 

    professional contractor.  It was RESOLVED to approve Quarterly checks 

    carried out by Greenfields.  Proposed Cllr Doherty, seconded Cllr  

    O’Connell – all in favour. 

ACTION:  Clerks to contact Greenfields to organise quarterly checks and to 

speak to Groundsman regarding weekly checks. 
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OTHER MATTERS 

52 21/22 To consider and agree response to face to face consultation. 
   Cllr Harrison has prepared a response to the Face to Face consulation, which had  
  been circulated to Cllrs for comment.  Following discussion it was RESOLVED to 
  agree the response. 
 
53 21/22 To receive information from GMTF regarding free membership for 2021 
  and to select representative. 
  The information from GMTF was received and it was agreed to renew membership 
  FOC this year.  Cllr Roberts said she would be willing to act as representative for the 
  Council but needed to know the venue, dates and times of meetings. 

ACTION:  Clerks to contact GMTF to obtain further information. 

   
54  21/22 Anything the Chair considers urgent 
   In Cllr Bird’s absence, Cllr Nicholls read out updates  regarding the FTC  
   Transport Plan  
 

55  21/22     Date of next meeting –13th July 2021 
 

 
 
There being no further matters, the meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 
 
 
 
…………………………….Chairman 
 
 
……………………  2021 


