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MEMBERSHIP:  
Cllr Boulton 
Cllr Jefferies  
Cllr Roberts  
Cllr Sanford 
Cllr Lipscombe  
Cllr Nicholls (ex-officio) 
Cllr Harrison (ex-officio) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE WORKS & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 23rd March 2021 

 
Present: Cllr Boulton  Cllr Jefferies Cllr Lipscombe 
  Cllr Roberts  Cllr Sanford  Cllr Nicholls 
  Cllr Harrison 
 
In attendance: Vanessa Lawrence, Roz Morton (Clerks), Non- councillor  
   member S. O’Connell 

 
 
WC156 20/21 Apologies for absence.  
   None – all present 
 
WC157  20/21  Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda.  
     None received. 

 
WC158  20/21  To approve the Minutes of the Works & Community   
     Committee meeting held on   23rd February 2021 
     It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Works &   
     Community Committee meeting held on the 23rd February 2021 as a  
     true and accurate record of the proceedings.  Proposed Cllr   Nicholls, 
     seconded Cllr Jefferies – all in favour. 
 
WC159  20/21  Clerks/Chairman’s Report 
     The Clerk’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting and  
     covered Actions taken from previous meetings and updates on  
     ongoing work.  These included: 
     Street lighting  - Cirencester Road 
            CEP – Table top exercise  
            Climate Emergency Plan   
 Ecosulis – Town greening  
 Council Yard  
 CCTV – Repair work and replacement work  
 Playground – New Equipment 
 Noticeboards – Installation 
 Snake Lane and potential site for allotments –  
 Improvements to Park Street Entrance to the park –  
 Improvements to A417 – London Road near Victory Villas –  
 Pom Pom  Trees – Car Park –  
 Wednesday Market – New sign 
 The full report is held with the Minutes. 
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WC160 20/21  To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation, 
if members of the public are present– there is a 5-minute 
time limit, (if applicable). 

    N/A  
 
WC161   20/21  To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public   
    Participation (if applicable).  
    N/A 
 
WC162   20/21     Review of finances  
    The finances were reviewed with no comment. 
 
WC163   20/21 To consider and agree changes in the way that the Christmas 

decorations are installed to include:- 

• The way the decorations are installed i.e. supply and 
installation of decorations, hire and installation of 
decorations or supply/hire only  

• To hire/to purchase 

• The quotes for installation of the Christmas Tree in the 
Market place. 

   As previously reported, the installation of the Christmas tree in the  
   market place will have to be outsourced this year, as the installer (Steve 
   Boulton), is no longer able to carry out this work after 40 years of                 
   volunteering his services.  The Clerk reported that there are no other 
   volunteers who are able to do this work and H & S needs to be  
   considered i.e. if we had volunteers, they would need to receive training.  
   As a result of investigating this further, it would seem that many  
   contractors are not prepared to carry out this installation unless they 
   supply the tree as well.  However one company used by Swindon Town 
   Council, based in Malmesbury is happy to provide this service both  
   installation and dismantling, to include dressing the tree either with our 
   own lights or using their own.  Cost £2600/£2100.   Cllr Roberts asked 
   the Clerk to contact other parishes in the area to establish how they  
   carry out this work.  The Clerks both advised that as far as they were 
   aware they used volunteers also, but would obtain confirmation.  The 
   Clerk also reported that as the Christmas spheres were all damaged,  
   costs for new spheres, have been sought.  This has proved problematic, 
   as many companies are unable to quote as they currently hold no stock 
   and for those that are able to quote, many don’t fold flat for ease of  
   storage.  One company has visited Fairford to carry out a site visit in  
   order to better inform us of what might be possible.  Two options were 
   provided to hire or to buy, both of a similar cost.  We are currently  
   awaiting confirmation of the costs for both options.  Cllr Boulton said 
   that he would be happy to continue to install the small trees around the 
   town.  It was RESOLVED to agree, in principle, the installation of the 
   tree in the Market Place, subject to information received from other  
   parishes.  Proposed Cllr Boulton, seconded Cllr Jefferies – all in favour. 

ACTION:  Clerk to contact other parishes for information. 

 
WC164    20/21 Update on grass cutting programme for 2021 
   The Clerk reported that following on from the Wild Town Greening 

meeting, areas have been allocated for wildflower planting, mainly at St. 
Mary’s Drive.  The Grass cutting contract for verges etc., will not alter 
very much, but the contractor has been informed of where to cut to take 
into account the wildflower areas.  One cut has already been carried out 
for this year.  There is no change in price for this year.  It was suggested 
that the St. Mary’s Drive area allocated for wild flower planting could be 
altered slightly to create a larger area for children to play on. 
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ACTION:  Ecosulis will be contacted accordingly 

 
WC165 20/21  To consider and agree attendance at the PROW/Lake 104  

meeting date to be advised.  
    It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Sanford, Thornhill will attend this 

meeting.  Proposed Cllr Sanford, seconded Cllr Boulton – all in favour. 

ACTION:  Cllrs Sanford and Thornhill to attend PROW meeting on the 9th April 

 
WC166 20/21  To consider and agree a date for a Town litter pick – May 

onwards. 
    Following debate it was RESOLVED to hold the annual litter pick on 

Saturday 22nd May.  Clerk to publicise this event and to contact CDC 
accordingly to obtain any kit that might be available.  Proposed Cllr 
Sanford, seconded Cllr Nicholls – all in favour.  Servicemen from USAF 
Fairford are keen to help with any community events and will be 
contacted to see if they are able to help with this event and possibly to 
carry out regular litterpicks. 

ACTION:  Clerk to contact CDC and to publicise event.  Clerk to speak to J. 
Collyer – USAF Liaison Officer. 

 
WC167 20/21  To consider and agree possible plans for the Queens Platinum 

Jubilee in  2nd – 5th June 2022. 
    Discussion took place regarding the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  Cllr 

Roberts informed the Committee that this coincides with the Festival 
weekend.  An extra bank holiday has been allocated, so the weekend will 
commence on Thursday 2nd June through to 5th June.  As the Festival 
Committee will be in charge of their events from the 3rd the Committee 
were asked to consider whether the Town Council might want to hold an 
event/s on the Thursday.  It was RESOLVED to support plans for the 
Jubilee, details to be further discussed.  Proposed Cllr Roberts, 
seconded Cllr Sanford – all in favour.   

ACTION:  Clerk to contact other groups in the town to establish interest and a 
plan put together.  George Ellis will also be contacted. 

 
WC168 20/21  Update on progress with improvements to Council Yard 
    The Clerk has been in contact with the CCTV contractor to establish 

whether a camera could be installed at this location to maintain security 
should work progress to improve storage facilities.  Contact has also 
been made with SSEN to obtain information relating to installing a 
camera on the streetlight adjacent to the yard.  In talking to SSEN it was 
suggested that the Council might consider the installation of a single 
phase low voltage connection, which would enable us to install low 
voltage lighting for the containers, install stand alone CCTV camera and 
have a supply on site for minor electrical works that might be required – 
Quote received (£4395.19).  This would future proof the area.  Following 
debate it was agreed to consider this at the next W & C meeting.  The 
Finance Committee would also need to be consulted. 

ACTION:  Clerk to add this item to the Agenda for the next W & C meeting and 
the Finance meeting. 

 
WC169 20/21  To consider and agree support service for website now that 

the 2 year initial contract has ended. 
    It was RESOLVED to agree support package for website - £16 per 

month. Proposed Cllr Cllr Boulton, seconded Cllr Nicholls – all in 
favour.  POST MEETING NOTE – An error was made regarding the 
cost as £16 referred to the hosting of the website and not the support 
element.  The total cost for hosting and support is £36.  Cllrs were 
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advised of the error and it confirmation was received by e-mail that they 
are happy to accept the support & hosting package. 

 
WC170  20/21 Anything the Chair considers urgent. 
    Cllr Boulton expressed his frustration over a recent leaflet received from 

one of the political parties as part of their campaigning.  He was 
aggrieved by the incorrect details published, of events that took place in 
December relating to potential flood risk.  Discussion took place relating 
to the a-political status of the Town Council.  Cllr Harrison said he 
would draft a statement to correct the inaccurate assertions made.  The 
Clerk said that this would need to be authorised by the entire Council 
and would put this matter onto the Agenda for the next Full Council 
meeting. 

ACTION:  Clerk to add this matter onto the Agenda for the next Full Council 
meeting.  Cllr Harrison to draft a statement. 

 
WC171  20/21  Date of next meeting – 27th April 2021 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.45pm 
 
 

…………………………….Chairman 

 

…………………………2021 


