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The 422d Air Base Group, headquartered at RAF Croughton, provides world-class
combat support enabling communications and global strike operations at RAF

Croughton, RAF Fairford and RAF Welford. The 422d Air Base Group falls under
the 501st Combat Support Wing, headquartered at RAF Alconbury.

 
The COVID-19 virus has led to new ways of working, and we hope newsletters

help to keep our community partners informed about activities across the Group.

Face masks have been a requirement across all the bases for several months. Sanitizer stations,
Track and Trace and social distancing measures have been introduced in all workplaces.

The United States Visiting Forces continue to follow UK government guidelines during Covid-19. 



It has been a quiet start to the year, with the country in lockdown again, but there 

is definitely Spring in the air and a sense of better things to come. I am looking 

forward to a relaxation of COVID restrictions so that I can finally start to meet 

our local civic leaders face to face. We are working on plans for base events from 

July onwards, when we hope the rules will allow us to host some civic leaders at 

all of the bases in the 422d Air Base Group.

RAF Croughton has had some interaction with the civic community, when Airmen from the 422d

Security Forces Squadron conducted joint training exercises with Northamptonshire Police. The

training consisted of several field exercises at RAF Croughton, and at the Northants Police firing

range, where Defenders from the 422d Security Forces Squadron became the first US Air Force

Airmen to train here. The firing range is a local state-of-the-art facility that offers a myriad of

simulated environments that may be encountered by Security Forces. It also enables our military

security personnel to anticipate what tactics will be employed by our UK partners in a real-world

emergency response. 
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News from RAF Croughton

A message from Col Jon Hannah, 422 ABG Commander

For more information on RAF Croughton contact Laura Haddy, Community
Relations Adviser on laura.haddy.gb@us.af.mil or 01280 708012.

To further enhance the

partnership, Northants Police

personnel utilized the 422d

Security Forces training complex

equipped with an inflatable shoot

house to improve their tactics,

techniques and procedures

through field training exercises.

Training events like these are

essential part of our engagement

with the local community and

strengthen our relationships with

our mission partners through

integration and partnership. 



Following the news that the RC-135 Rivet Joint 
is no longer coming to RAF Fairford, the base
 held a virtual briefing for civic leaders, to discuss 
the future of the base. Although the level of growth
 is much smaller than originally anticipated, there 
will still  be some growth at RAF Fairford over the
 coming years. 

The mission of RAF Fairford, as a Forward 
Operating Location for USAF aircraft, has been 
constant since 1990, but the intensity of the
 mission has ebbed and flowed. There are plans
 for new hangar facilities at RAF Fairford, which
 will involve some construction projects over the next few years, and new permanent military posts from
2023 onwards. This is a significant investment in the base, which will come with around 300 new posts,
mostly military with some new jobs available for local residents. Growth in military personnel will lead to
an increase in demand for housing and schooling off base, and we are working with the relevant
authorities to facilitate this. 

The role of RAF Fairford as a Forward Operating Location was put into practice in March, when KC-135
Air Refuelling Tankers from RAF Mildenhall operated from Fairford for a week to take part in Exercise
Baltic Trident. The goal of the exercise was to strengthen Agile Combat Employment (ACE) which
enables US forces to operate from locations with varying levels of capacity and support. 

Capt Leo Ricotti from the 100th  Air Refuelling Wing at RAF Mildenhall said “We’re trying to operate in a
forward location to make our movements more unpredictable for any adversary. This exercise has all our
aircraft scattered all across Europe. We have a couple in the Baltics and we have some here. It’s cool to
be part of something new and on the leading edge of combat employment.”
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The commander at RAF Fairford, Lt Col Joseph
“Chaps” Knothe, will be leaving in May for
pastures new, after making his home here for
the past three years. Lt Col Knothe’s next
posting will be based in Maine, and he and his
family are excited to be moving to another
beautiful part of the world, from their current
home in Cirencester. Lt Cl Knothe will be
replaced by Lt Col Jeremy Stover, who will
arrive in late April with his family. Following a
period of quarantine, Lt Col Stover will take
over as 420 Air Base Squadron Commander in
mid-May. We will report on the Change of
Command in the next issue of this Newsletter! 

News from RAF Fairford



RAF Welford is located within the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and
we are very blessed to be able to operate in such a beautiful location. The base is keen to maintain a quality
relationship with the surrounding area, and has recently been working with the AONB committee to discuss
the view across the base following some construction work. The AONB committee would like to preserve
the skyline following the erection of lightning protection poles and it has been agreed that RAF Welford
will plant 384 trees, in order to obscure the new construction. The trees will include 23 wild cherry trees,
and the rest are mainly Field Maple and Beech. The tree planting is set for later in the Fall when the
saplings of appropriate size are available. 
We are very pleased to maintain our relationships and ensure that the base remains in keeping with the
surrounding area. 

Meetings took place in March with Welford Historical Society members who run the RAF Welford Museum,
to discuss the future of the Museum. Our goal is to keep the Museum in a configuration that is both safer
for patrons and easier to manage for the organisations who manage it; FFVW (Families, Friends & Veterans
of Welford) and RMARG (Ridgeway Military Aviation Research Group). The RAF Welford leadership team
sees the museum as irreplaceable and vital to n community relations with our host nation partners. 

News from RAF Welford

A P R I L  2 0 2 1 V O L . 5

For more information on RAF Fairford or RAF Welford contact Jenny Collyer,
Community Relations Adviser on jennifer.collyer.2.gb@us.af.mil or

01285 714965.
Keep in Touch

On 31st March 1944, an RAF Lancaster
Bomber from the 101 Squadron crashed
at RAF Welford, and all crew members
died in the crash. In conjunction with the
RAF Welford Museum, the base has held
many memorial services for the crew on
or around the anniversary of the crash.
Unfortunately, the current Covid
restrictions meant the annual Memorial
Service was unable to take place again
this year, but the day was marked by the
laying of wreaths on behalf of the
families who lost their relatives. 


