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It was an honour to be elected as Fairford Mayor by my 
fellow councillors at the Annual Meeting of the Town 
Council in May.  I look forward to the challenges ahead 
and strive to make a positive change in our town. 
 
I wish to thank Cllr Stephen Boulton for his hard work and 
time he has done as Fairford Mayor, since 2017. I hope I 
can make a similar impact. 
 
I feel blessed to be in such a wonderful community, one 
which pulls together and supports the needy and 
vulnerable during these difficult times. I would like to 
thank all those who stepped up to be Volunteer 
Coordinators and everyone who has become a volunteer. I 
would also like to thank the Council Clerks for their 
continued support and hard work at this time. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Cllr James Nicholls, Mayor 
 
 
We are continuing to help those who cannot 
leave home and have an army of volunteers 
ready to help. Do get in touch. 
 
If you are self-isolating or shielding and think 
you might need help with shopping, collecting 
medication or anything else, you can contact 
the Town Council and we will try to help.  
 
 You can call us on 01285 712344 or email us 
with the subject “we need help” on 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk. 
 

Cllr James Nicholls 

Fairford Town Mayor 

james@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.
uk 
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“I feel honoured to have been chosen by my colleagues 
on the Town Council to support James in his new role as 
Town Mayor.  I have now lived in Fairford for 25 years, 
during which time I have come to appreciate its ways and 
rich history, although it was only 5 years ago that I was 
eventually persuaded to join the Council, ostensibly to 
help with the Neighbourhood Plan – So here I am! 
None of us knows what the next year is going to bring, 
although one thing is certain: it is going to be 
challenging, not only in terms of finances but in the 
whole way we now have to conduct our lives under the 
shadow of COVID-19 – and who knows for how long this 
will be? 
 
So, there are enormous challenges ahead, and I intend to 
commit myself fully to helping tackle them.” 
 
 

 
Local Household Recycling Centres (HRCs) are starting 
to open again. Fairford’s nearest HRC is at Fosse Cross, 
which re-opened on May 18th. The centres will be very 
busy to start with and you will need to pre-book your 
visit and check before going that the materials you wish 
to dispose of are being accepted. To limit the number of 
people on site, vehicles should only have drivers 
wherever possible – a maximum of one passenger is 
permitted if you need help to unload your waste and 
recycling. HRC staff need to social distance, so will not be 
able to help with unloading. The HRC online booking 
system can be found at: 
https://www.gloucestershirerecycles.com/. 

Follow us on Twitter for up 

to date news and 

information from your 

Council. @fairfordcouncil 

Find us on Facebook - 

search for Fairford Town 

Council. 

Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

If you would like to contact 

us then please email: 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next two Full Town 

Council Meetings will be 

on Tuesday 9th June and 

14th July 7.00pm on Zoom 

– you are welcome to join 

us. Email the Council for 

an invitation to the 

meeting.  

At the Annual meeting of the 
Town Council, Cllr Richard 
Harrison was elected to the 
office of Deputy Mayor.  
 
Richard4fairford@gmail.com 
 



 

 The Town Council would like 
to say a huge thank you to 
each and every person who 
has helped a neighbour, 
helped a stranger, made that 
phone call to say hello and  
gone out of their way to make 
someone else’s life a little 
easier at this time.  There are 
so many acts of kindness 
being made – it’s impossible 
to thank everyone 
individually. Here are a few 
words from some of those who 
have received those acts of 
kindness… 
 
“Thank you so much for 
organising help for my 
mother so speedily - we are 
extremely grateful - it means 
the world.” 
 
“…I would like to thank you 
very much indeed… I do not 
know how my husband and I 
would have managed without 
your volunteers”        
 
“…it’s wonderful to have an 
emergency back-up, we are 
lucky to have such care”           
 
“Thank you for responding so 
quickly. It is so reassuring to 
know you are there for her”   
     
“It’s wonderful that so much 
help is being offered. Thank 
you.” 
 
“I’m sure it will reassure him 
that the volunteer is on hand 
should he need anything. 
Thank you so much for all you 
are doing.” 
 
The Council and the 
community are forever in the 
debt of all those who put 
themselves at risk to help all 
of us to keep going about our 
daily lives.      
 
Thank you.                                 

 
 
It has been very encouraging to see so many local businesses 
stepping up to the mark during the Coronavirus crisis by playing 
their part in voluntarily helping the community.  Fairford Town 
Council would like to thank all local businesses and 
organisations for their support and their community spirit.   
 
It has been a difficult time for businesses as many have had to 
change their way of doing business and many are offering new 
services as well as alternative ways to buy existing services e.g. 
home deliveries, online shopping and click and collect.  
Arguably, it is the hospitality and tourist industry that has been 
hit hardest.  Pubs, cafés, hotels, and restaurants all having to 
initially close, but many are now slowly finding a different 
approach to selling their wares by providing take-aways when 
previously they mainly provided in-house dining.  One of the 
popular straplines of the Covid-19 crisis is “staying-in is the new 
going-out”!  
 
Garden Centres are now beginning to open but, in the meantime, 
keen gardeners and those that are new to the gardening hobby 
forced on them during ‘lockdown’ have found alternative sources 
for seeds and plants - enterprising growers selling from home (at 
a ‘social distance’), plant swaps and gardening groups setting up 
on WhatsApp to offer plants grown locally for free or low prices.  
Wholesalers such as New Wave Seafoods at Horcott have 
adapted their operations to provide retail sales and are now 
serving more local people than ever before.  Small ‘craft’ 
businesses and antique fairs are holding virtual fairs inviting you 
to go and browse online in the comfort of your own home.   
 
While local businesses were under pressure before and possibly 
may be again, we have at long last learned to appreciate their 
value as a possibly more convenient alternative to a trip to a 
superstore.  Our Fairford convenience stores have adapted 
amazingly to working differently and are reaping the benefits of 
change as more and more Fairford residents take to shopping 
locally realising that it feels safer shopping locally and that the 
5p or 10p extra on the cost of a product sold in a local store is 
easily recouped by the saving in petrol. 
 
Let’s hope that we learn lessons from this crisis. That we 
continue to appreciate and use those services that can be found 
in and around Fairford and help to keep our local traders in 
business. 
 
Cllr Richard Harrison & Cllr Chris Roberts 



 

 

 

A fund has been established to provide financial support 
to local organisations, charities, volunteer groups, 
families and individuals who have been impacted by 
Covid-19. 
It is available to these groups and individuals who are 
within our area of operations; that is Fairford, Lechlade 
and the surrounding villages. 
The fund has been generated due to the enormous 
generosity of The Lakes By Yoo Company and the 
residents at The Lakes By Yoo development. They have 
asked Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities, your 
local charity, to manage the fund for the community. 
 
An Application Form plus guidelines for their completion 
can be downloaded below or obtained by emailing 
chair@friendsoffairford.org.uk  
 
Applications can only be made for support funding in 
relation to the Covid-19 crisis including: 
a) expenditure on short-term needs for example: 

• Costs/expenses incurred in assisting vulnerable 
people and families obtaining essential supplies. 

 

• Expenses for volunteer groups, community 
organisations, local charities who are providing 
help to the community. 

 

• Funding to assist families/individuals who have 
suffered a sudden loss of income creating financial 
hardship due to Covid-19. 

 
b) Support funding in the medium term to local 
organisations and charities who have lost their income 
streams because of Covid-19 and need some funding to 
maintain or re-establish their services within the 
community.  
 
If you or your organisation would like to apply for 
financial support, application forms for funding can be 
downloaded from www.friendsoffairford.org.uk or by 
emailing chair@friendsoffairford.org.uk.  
 
 

 

There are 5 publicly 
accessible 
defibrillators in 
Fairford. These are at 
the following 
locations: 
 
•Fairford Fire Station, 
Hatherop Road. 
•The Bull Hotel, 
Market Place. 
•Fairford Youth 
Football Club, Horcott 
Road. 
•The Old Phone Box, 
Milton Street. 
•NEW! Bowls Club, 
East End.  
Other defibrillators 
are available during 
operating hours at: 
•Fairford Community 
Centre;  
•Hilary Cottage 
Surgery; 
•Fairford Town 
Football Club &  
•White Cottage 
Dental Practice. 
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