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A GOOD PLACE TO BE 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2019 
 

Present: Cllr Boulton  Cllr Nicholls  Cllr Bowen  
 Cllr Doherty  Cllr Foxall  Cllr Harrison
 Cllr Hill   Cllr Sanford  Cllr John Morgan 
 Cllr Thornhill   Cllr Jack Morgan  
 
In attendance: Vanessa Lawrence, Roz Morton (Clerks), District Cllr Steven 
Andrews, District Cllr Steve Trotter County Cllr Ray Theodoulou (part) 
 
 

180 19/20  Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from, Cllr Jefferies, Cllr Roberts  

 
181 19/20  Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda 
  None received 
 
182  19/20 To approve the Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 

12th November 2019 
  It was RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Full Council meeting 

held on the 12th November 2019.  Proposed Cllr Foxall, seconded Cllr 
Sanford – 11 in favour, 2 abstentions 

 
183 19/20 Clerk’s/Chairman’s report – received as circulated to Council. 

Additional item to note that Walkers are Welcome subscription is due for 
payment, as previously agreed, FTC will cover this cost – for information 
only.  

    
184 19/20  To agree to adjourn the meeting for Public Participation – there 

is a 10-minute time limit) if members of the public are present. 
N/A 

 
185   19/20 To agree to reconvene the meeting following Public 

Participation, if applicable. N/A 
 
186 19/20  Chairman’s Announcements – Cllr Boulton thanked everyone who 
  helped out at the Festive Market.  Cllr Morgan extended the thanks to the 
  Clerks.  
   
187  19/20  To consider invitations to meetings (e-mailed) - none 
 
188 19/20  To consider correspondence received (for information only e-

mailed) – noted without comment.  
 
189   19/20  To receive reports on meetings attended 



 

87 
Full Council meeting December 2019 

  Cllr Boulton circulated a report on the meeting of Farmors Endowed Trust 
  he attended with Cllr Thornhill. The report was received without comment. 
  Cllr Foxall reported on the FCC Trustees & FCC Management Committee 
  meetings attended by himself and Cllrs Doherty, Hill & Bowen.   

FCC has agreed to change their reserve policy to make it available to fund 
both the internal and external fabric of the building. This was welcomed 
progress.   It is uncertain at present, as to how the amounts paid are to be 
calculated, this is still to be negotiated.  

Q: Cllr John Morgan asked if the room rates had been reviewed recently. 
A: Yes, in the last 3 months the room rates have increased, with no loss of business.  
  A full survey of the building has been carried out. No major issues have  
  been raised, but the full report is yet to be received. 
  The roof has been repaired and work to stop the leaves from blocking the 
  guttering will be carried out in due course.  

The defib situated inside the building is now eight years old and the 
supplier has flagged that it may be at the end of its useful life.  Stephen 
Andrews will inspect the unit to ascertain if it requires replacement. The 
supplier has a time-limited offer for a new unit which includes an 8 year 
warranty for service & parts.  

 
190 19/20 To receive report from District Councillors 
  Cllr Doherty reported that communications regarding the changes to the 
  waste service would start in January, with particular focus on using the  
  right containers.   
  Cllr Andrews reported that the Fairford Community Gym group were  
  meeting on Wednesday to discuss submitting a formal bid to the school.  
  There are no other interested parties.  
  Plans for additional car parking at Cirencester Rugby club are progressing. 
  Budget recommendations are going to Council in January. It is expected to 
  agree a 3.88% rise in rates and a plan to borrow between £30M - £60M 
  over the next four years.  
 
191 19/20 To receive report from County Councillor.  
  Cllr Theodoulou reported on the sad deaths of several current & former 
  County Councillors. He also reported that GCC are still in discussion with 
  CDC planners regarding CHS.  
Q: Cllr Hill asked if the County Council had a policy regarding the Severn Thames Canal. 
A: No, not specifically.  
Cllr Andrews offered to arrange for Cllr Hill to have a briefing regarding work that the Canal 
Preservation Trust is carrying out.  
Q: Cllr John Morgan referred to an email sent to Council from Cllr Roberts which mentioned 
that GCC had considered part funding work to improve the road opposite Victory Villas.  
Could Cllr Theodoulou confirm if joint funding was available. 
A: It is very unlikely that GCC would contribute to this scheme, and FTC should expect to 
“chip into a large degree” if they want work done.  
Cllr Theodoulou agreed to take an action to confirm what, if any, funding was available for a 
scheme at Victory Villas.  
 
192 19/20 To receive Police Report – received without comment.  
 
Cllr Theodoulou left the meeting.  
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FINANCE 
 
193  19/20  To receive Minutes of the Finance Meeting held on the 19th 

November 2019. Received without comment. 
 
194  19/20 To receive report from the Chair of Finance 
  Cllr Doherty reported on the following matters: 
  Setting Precept figure – Disparity between Precept and running costs in 

past years.  Following discussion at the last Finance meeting a figure was 
arrived at of £157377, which would need to be brought to the next Full 
Council meeting for approval.  This would be confirmed at the next Finance 
meeting next week, after any further revisions from 
Committees/Councillors which may be received, are considered.  Cllr 
Doherty is looking at historical data and will be compiling a spreadsheet for 
the Finance Committee to consider.  He advised that the Tax Base has been 
reduced, for which an explanation from CDC, has been requested.  Cllr 
Doherty also reported that Fairford was still a fair way down the list of 
Councils and their precepted figures coming in 7th, with Lechlade, Tetbury, 
Stow coming in with higher figures.  It was pointed out that the Council 
carry out a lot more work for the community.  If funds are not made 
available a lot of the services provided now would have to be withdrawn.   

 
195   19/20 To approve retrospectively payments to end of November 2019 
  The payment schedule was not available. Deferred to January Full Council 

ACTION: Clerk to add to January Full Council.  
 

 
PLANNING 
196  19/20  To receive the Minutes of the Planning committee meetings held 

on 19th November and 3rd December 2019. Received without 
comment.  

 
197 19/20 To receive report from Chair of Planning Committee. 
  Cllr Harrison reported that CDC Planning had been contacted regrading 

the lack of progress on Fayre Court.  Cllr Doherty agreed to follow this up.  
 
WORKS & COMMUNITY  
 
198   19/20 To receive the Minutes of the Works & Community Committee 

Meeting held on 26th November 2019. Received without comment.  
 
199 19/20 To receive report from Chair of Works & Community Committee 
  Report content covered in the following Agenda items.  
 
200 19/20 To consider and agree whether to pursue improvements and 

hold back funds for any work to the verge opposite Victory 
Villas, London Road. 

  Cllr John Morgan expressed his concern that the Finance Committee had 
decided to remove funding for Victory Villas without discussion with the W 
& C Committee.  The principal of reducing budgets was not in dispute, but 
the prioritizing of how the monies are spent should be decided by the 
relevant committee. Cllr Doherty, Chair of Finance, agreed that individual 
committees can prioritise their projects, however with the case of VV, it was 
not immediately clear what the project involved and how realistic the 
costings were. More information regarding the scope of any works, 
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available funding from GCC, and realistic costs is needed. Cllr Doherty also 
urged the W & C Committee to consider how much of priority any scheme 
at VV is. It was RESOLVED to take the project back to W & C in January 
for discussion by which time more information from Glos Highways will 
hopefully be available.  

  Proposed Cllr John Morgan, seconded Cllr Boulton, all in favour.  

ACTION: Clerk to add to W & C Agenda.  

 
 
201 19/20 To consider and agree response to e-mail from Wild Towns 

Project regarding funds for interpretation boards. 
  No decision is required at this time, so it was agreed to defer this item to 

January for W & C to consider.  

ACTION: Clerk to add to W & C Agenda.  

 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
202 19/20 Anything the Chair considers urgent 
  Draft Heads of Terms have been received from GCC with regards  
  to the CHS playing field. Cllrs expressed concern that more details are  
  required before the Council can sign a lease.  

• The right to apply for variations to the lease. 

• Details on the Fields in Trust deed of dedication 

• An escape clause 

•  Responsibilities for the PROW that runs between the playing field & 
the riverbank area 

• Ability to contract facilities associated with the playing field 
It was agreed that Councillors should email all their queries to the Clerks 
for compilation into one email to go to GCC for response with a view to a 
possible meeting with GCC if necessary. 
The matter will be deferred until a response is received.  

ACTION: Councillors to email queries to the Clerk. 
ACTION: Once received, Clerk to email GCC and request a reply/meeting to 
discuss. 

 
Cllrs Andrews & Trotter left the meeting.  
 
In Camera item 
    
 
203 19/20 Date of next meeting 14th January 2020 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………Chairman 
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