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Autumn is here and the leaves are turning.  I can look 
back on a great summer in Fairford, that was rounded off 
with the inaugural Peyman Challenge Cup cricket match.  
A fabulous day of 7’s cricket that finished with a draw 
between teams captained by Rob Peyman & Olly Taylor 
(pictured below). A huge thank you to Pat and Sandra 
Peyman (pictured below) for sponsoring the trophy, and 
to the whole Peyman family for making it such a special 
day. And thank you to everyone who took part and came 
to watch, your generosity and appetites at the BBQ raised 
£170 for Shine Bright Support! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Stephen Boulton 

Fairford Town Mayor 

stephenboulton89@yahoo.com 

 

 

FWAG & GWT volunteers 
working on the riverbank. 
Find out more about this 
and other “Wild Towns” 
projects inside the 
Newsletter.  

The Council is considering 
how best to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of VE day 
next year.  We would like 
to find out what you think 
we, as a community, 
should do. Please contact 
the Clerks with your ideas, 
and perhaps a working 
party could be formed to 
take things forward. 

 

We are thrilled to have 
been gifted a traditional 
headdress from our 
friends in Pinaymootang, 
Fairford Manitoba. We 
are sourcing a suitable 
cabinet and the headdress 
will shortly be on display 
in the Heritage Room at 
the Community Centre.  
 
Best wishes, Steve 
 



 

 

 
I spent a delightful half hour strolling along the riverside path 
this morning, between Dilly’s Bridge and the benches at the 
ford. It is an idyllic stretch of the Coln, with lush bankside and 
instream vegetation making this one of the best places to see 
water voles in the county. I didn’t see any of the elusive 
critters, having said that, but a quick peek into the reed canary 
grass fringing the bank confirmed their presence in numbers – 
mats of distinctive feeding remains (stems of vegetation 
chewed off at 45 degree angles) and latrines of equally 
distinctive tic-tac shaped droppings.  
A little further, on the horizontal bough of a willow at the 
water’s edge, was an otter spraint (dropping), complete with 
bullhead bones and shards of crayfish carapace. Not all 
denizens of the river are so secretive of course; swans and 
moorhens cruised alongside - in stately and furtive fashion 
respectively, and a pair of darter dragonflies guided me most 
of the way along. 
The way that this route overflows with ebullient life is truly 
heartening and through a partnership of Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust, Fairford Town Council, Farming and Wildlife 
Advisory Group (FWAG), Ernest Cook Trust and local 
landowners - with extra funding from European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF), the Town Council and Thames 
Water – we will continue to make enhancements to encourage 
wildlife and people’s access to it throughout the town. You 
may have noticed the new vegetation growth (in the form of 
pre-seeded coconut fibre rolls) along the bank side, improving 
the food source and habitat for the water voles. Currently 
these sites are protected from the waterfowl by chicken wire, 
which is planned to be removed in a few weeks’ time. 
The completion of the path between the benches and Snake 
Lane is planned for later this year, with a mixed native hedge 
to be planted alongside. Extra water vole habitat will be 
created through the pollarding of some mature willows and 
subsequent planting along the bank to both extend the life of 
the trees and provide light to the banks so that water voles can 
benefit from the flush of herbaceous growth. The woodland 
strip alongside Leafield Road will be managed to encourage a 
greater diversity of ground flora and age structure of the trees 
– this will maximise the wood’s potential to support a greater 
variety of animals and plants. Two ditches will be cleared to 
help water move more easily away from the town in extreme 
weather.  
 
 

Follow us on Twitter for up 

to date news and 

information from your 

Council. @fairfordcouncil 

Find us on Facebook - 

search for Fairford Town 

Council. 

 

Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

 

If you would like to contact 

us then please email: 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next two Full Town 

Council Meetings will be 

on Tuesday 8th October 

and Tuesday 12th 

November at 7.00pm in 

the Barker Room, Fairford 

Community Centre. 
 

  



 

 

The Festive Market takes 
place on Friday 6th 
December 6.30 – 8.30pm. 
 
Please get in touch if you 
would like to take a stall at 
the market - £25 per stall.  
 
We would also like to hear 
from any local choirs or 
musicians who would like 
to entertain the crowd on 
the night!  
 

 
Work on resurfacing Snake 
Lane is likely to begin w/c 
18th November. The path 
will be closed for the 
duration of the work for 
safety reasons. The path 
will be extended to meet 
River Walk to create a 
circular accessible walk in 
Fairford. We appreciate 
your patience whilst the 
work is carried out. If you 
have any questions, please 
get in touch with the 
Council office. 

Several bat roosting boxes and a barn owl box will be erected in 
trees around the town, with locations yet to be finalised. In the 
Walnut Tree field, one edge is planned to be managed as a 
wildflower meadow and a sensory garden will be created 
alongside the playground. Over the next few years we are also 
planning to introduce more planting in the town centre, to 
further beautify this already beautiful town and ensure that it 
sets the standard for other Wild Towns to follow. 
We would like to work with residents as much as possible in the 
formation and delivery of these plans, and FWAG will be 
leading some of these pieces of work in consultation with you 
(the sensory garden, for example, and meadow management 
plans). Between us all we will let you know of opportunities as 
they arise. We won’t always get every detail right for everyone, 
but we’re hopeful that as many people as possible can get 
behind the Wild Towns Project and help to guide it in a way 
that benefits wildlife and residents alike.  
 
Will Masefield 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
will.masefield@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 
 

 

 
Thursday 17th October at 7.30pm 

at Fairford Community Centre 
 

Where have all the shops gone? by Edwin Cuss 
 

Thursday 21st November at 7.30pm 
at Fairford Community Centre 

 
Port to Port: an historical journey, the length and 
breadth of the Sharpness to Gloucester Canal by 

Paul Barnett 
 

Visitors are welcome to attend meetings at £3 per session 
For further information contact Alison on 01285 711768 or 

email: 
enquiry@fairfordhistory.org.uk or visit 

www.fairfordhistory.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:enquiry@fairfordhistory.org.uk


 

  

 

   
We have lift off! The Launch of the Business Awards 2020 
The Fairford & Lechlade Business Awards are designed to recognise 
businesses’ excellence and achievements. 
 
The Awards are free to enter and you do not have to be a Business 
Club member to enter, but your business should be located in the 
GL7, GL54, SN6, SN7 or OX18 postcode areas. Entries from all types 
of company or organisations are welcomed, whatever the nature or 
size of your business.  
 
The Fairford & Lechlade Business Awards 2020 will be launched on 
Thursday 24th October at 7.30pm at Sudbury House Hotel with 
complimentary drinks and nibbles. 
 
o There will be interesting speakers at the Launch to motivate you 

and help your business succeed. 
o You can also meet previous winners, past sponsors and hear how 

being a winner or a sponsor has helped their business. 
o You will be able to find out how to enter the FLBClub Business 

Awards 2020.  
o You will be able to find out how to become a sponsor. 
o Complimentary drinks and nibbles at the Launch. 
o Members are encouraged to bring along a friend/colleague and 

non-members are also very welcome to attend. 
o The Launch is a really great event in a really lovely hotel. The 

evening is not just about the Business Awards, but is also a good 
opportunity to meet and network with lots of fellow business 
people. 

o The FLBClub Business Awards Presentations & Dinner is on 
Saturday 25th January at 7pm at Sudbury House Hotel, 
Faringdon. Please put this date in your diary, so you don’t miss 
out.  

The 2019 winners were:  
o Lynwood’s & Co of Burford, Fairford, Lechlade & Carterton 
o Anthony Clarke of Lechlade K9 
o Little Bears Bakery, Carterton 
o The Barn Theatre, Cirencester 
o Spike’s Diner, Fairford 
o Shirley Wheeler of Cotswold Boat Hire, Buscot  
o Amelia Snell, Business Student at Farmor’s School. 
 
Book your free place at https://www.flbc.org.uk/events/flbclub-evening-
meeting-7/. 

 

There are 5 publicly 
accessible defibrillators 
in Fairford. These are at 
the following locations: 
 

• Fairford Fire Station, 
Hatherop Road. 

 

• The Bull Hotel, 
Market Place. 

 
• Fairford Youth 

Football Club, 
Horcott Road. 

 

• The Old Phone Box, 
Milton Street. 

 

• NEW! Bowls Club, 
East End.  

 
Other defibrillators are 
available during 
operating hours at: 

• Fairford Community 
Centre;  

• Hilary Cottage 
Surgery; 

• Fairford Town 
Football Club &  

• White Cottage Dental 
Practice.  

• Farmor’s Sports 
Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 

Dates for your diary 
 
CRAFT AND GIFT FAIR, Sunday 3 November in 
Quenington Village Hall, 2.00pm – 5.00p.m.  All 
proceeds in aid of the Edna Dawes Lunch Club, which is 
run and operated by Friends of Fairford & Lechlade 
Communities.   Come along and get a head start on your 
Christmas present buying.  Free entry, coffee, tea and cakes 
on sale plus a raffle.   (Anyone wishing to donate a raffle 
prize please contact Jan Sallis on 07966 193508)   
 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR:  Saturday 23 November at 
Fairford Community Centre 10.00am - 12.00 noon.  
Christmas cards, raffle tickets, cake sales, book and bottle 
stalls, Gifts, plants, refreshments, etc. will be available. 
Raffle tickets can also be bought at our Charity Shop in 
Lechlade with a first prize of £100 cash and many more 
prizes from local businesses. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FINAL TOTAL, including Gift 
Aid.  This year’s House-to-House event raised £20,841 for 
Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities. Another 
tremendous result and an increase of £1,000 on last year’s 
total.    Our thanks go to all the volunteers who make this 
happen and to all our supporters in the community for 
their generosity. 
 
If you need further information about Friends of Fairford & Lechlade 
Communities please contact Christine Barker on: 07767 408409 or 
email:fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk or visit our website 
www.friendsoffairford.org.uk 
 

Your continued support is very much appreciated 
Graham Hewitt, Chairman 

Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities 
(Reg. Charity No: 1180059) 

 
 

 
We have a new 

addition to the family 
coming shortly. 

Clothing alterations, 
i.e. new zips, trouser 

turning etc. 
 
 

Wednesdays 8.45 a.m. – 
11.30 a.m. 
 
Cakes, pastries, pies, 
cookies, sweets, buns, 
jams, chutneys and 
pickles. 
Also farm fresh eggs and 
vegetables and plants. 
All our produce is freshly 
baked to the highest 
standards. 
  
Please come and see us – 
Enjoy a freshly brewed 
coffee for £1 and a bacon 
roll £1.50 only or slice of 
cake! 
Every week. 
 
The Community Centre 
Fairford. 
  
 
 

 

http://www.friendsoffairford.org.uk/index.php


 

 

 
 
People For You is now in its 
11th year, providing a much 
valued volunteer 
befriending service in the 
communities of Fairford,  
Lechlade and neighbouring 
villages. 
 
People For You offers 
regular companionship at a 
time when a person might 
be feeling cut off from their 
community.  We provide an 
ever expanding high-quality 
service to prevent and 
reduce isolation and 
loneliness. I am delighted to 
announce that People For 
You has agreed funding 
from The Friends of 
Fairford & Lechlade  
 
If you feel you would benefit 
from having a regular 
visitor, please do get in 
touch with Sue who will call 
to visit you or, if you have 
an hour to spare a week, 
again please get in touch. 
 
Sue.peopleforyou@grcc.org.uk 
 
Mobile: 07810 630167 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Winner of the Fairford Award 2019) 
 
Would you or your club/organisation like to use 
the Palmer Hall? 
Loads more groups and clubs are discovering that, since 
the £70k internal renovation, the Palmer Hall is a great 
place to hold a meeting, an event, a party or regular class. 
The User Event held on 14th September showcased several 
of the organisations who already know what the hall has to 
offer and regularly book it for their meetings. If you would 
like to book the Palmer Hall, please contact Louise Hatch 
on fairfordph@outlook.com and find out about the 
competitive hire charges and facilities available. 
 
The Palmer Hall Christmas Fayre 
As part of the Hall’s on-going fundraising programme, the 
annual Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 30th 
November from 1pm-4pm in the Palmer Hall. There will be 
a variety of tables available stacked with seasonal produce 
and gifts to buy as well as many craft and home-made 
items. Refreshments of tea, coffee, cake and mince pies and 
Christmas fizz available. Please come along and support 
this historic local hall. If you would like to book a table at 
the Fayre, please get in touch with Louise Hatch on 07717 
741316 or fairfordph@outlook.com.   
 

Upcoming members events & meetings: 

October 2nd - an earlier time of 7 pm. Harvest supper and 
"Hunting for bargains" a talk about Rodney and Claire 
Lee's time on the BBC show Bargain Hunt.  

November 6th - an earlier time of 7 pm. AGM, and a fish 
and chip supper.  

December 4th - Usual time of 7:30pm. The singing florist 
and a Christmas party  

For further details keep an eye on our Facebook page or 
contact Carol on 01285 711473  

 

mailto:Sue.peopleforyou@grcc.org.uk


 

 
 
 

 


