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Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

 

If you would like to contact us 

then please email: 

clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov

.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

It’s been a busy year for the Council. 
 
I would like to thank all the Councillors for their hard work and 
dedication to Fairford and personally I would like to thank them for 
choosing me to be the Mayor for the coming year.   
 
Having the honour of being the Mayor has enabled me to meet some 
awesome people and make long lasting friendships, in particular with 
the First Nation People of Fairford Manitoba.  
 
The Town Council is here to serve the residents of Fairford and all of us 
on the Council are proud to be of service. We’ve welcomed several new 
Councillors to the table this year, Jack Morgan, John Morgan, James 
Nicholls, your deputy mayor, and most recently Amanda Jefferies and 
Derek Thornhill. And we’ve said farewell to others, most notably 
Trevor Hing and Rob Winney. Both Trevor and Rob dedicated years to 
their Town.  
 

Nominations for only 2 of the 3 Citizen Awards were received this year: 
 
The Citizen of the Year Award 
This year there were 3 nominees for Citizen of the year: 
Les Webb – for his continued support to the town and in particular to 
the playground 
George Ellis – for all the events he puts on for the Town and his 
support to the Rugby Club 
John Challinor – for his work at the primary school running after 
school football coaching. 
 
And the winner of the award this year is Les Webb. 
 
The Albert Alder Award 
This year there were 2 nominees for the Albert Alder Award for 
services to the environment in Fairford. 
Irene Nicholls - for her daily litter picking in the Walnut Tree Field 
which she has been doing for many years. 
The Bull Children, in particular, Beth, Charlotte, Lucy & 
George, for always getting involved in litter picking in Fairford 
whenever they can.  
 
And the winner is – Irene Nicholls. 
 
Steve Boulton 
MAYOR 
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Stephen Boulton Jack Morgan (joined 07.18) 

Janet Bowen John Morgan (joined 01.19) 

Andrew Doherty James Nicholls (joined 03.19) 

Colin Foxall CBE Christine Roberts MBE 

Jim Frank (resigned 2018) Trevor Smith (resigned 2019) 

Richard Harrison Jennie Sanford 

Jon Hill Rob Winney 

Trevor Hing MBE  

 
 
 
 

Committees 
Full 
Council Planning Finance W & C Other 

Meetings in Year 12 20 9 11   

            
Cllr Boulton 11 16 8 11 4 

Cllr Frank ** 6 4 3 6 1 

Cllr Bowen 10     7 2 

Cllr Doherty 8   9 9 2 

Cllr Foxall  10 15 8   3 

Cllr Harrison 12 20 9   3 

Cllr Hill 5 13       

Cllr Hing 6   5   1 

Cllr Jack Morgan* 7     6   

Cllr John Morgan* 4 6   4   

Cllr Nicholls* 2         

Cllr Roberts 10     8 1 

Cllr Sanford * 10   9 10 1 

Cllr Smith** 7 5       

Cllr Winney  3     4   

            

* joined during the year           
** left the committee/council 
during the year           
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Town Council Income 

The Town Council’s main regular funding is the precept, a local tax levied by the Town 
Council collected as part of each resident’s council tax bill. The council is always mindful 
of the need to set a charge that doesn’t make excessive demands on residents and we 
manage changes to the precept on that basis. In recent years we’ve been able to adjust the 
overall precept to take account of new housing and reduce the impact  
 
Income from Developer Sources 
Our most significant funding sources in recent years have been from contributions made 
by developers, those contributions generally being decided during the planning process. 
Funds from those sources become part of the reserves that we use to undertake major 
projects in the town.  Generally, these arrangements are trouble free but last year the 
Council did not receive payments which should have eventually amounted to £300,000 
promised from a land agent in connection with the Bovis development. The circumstances 
were complex, and the Council sought both legal and specialist advice.  Although the 
council had a legal right to the payments promised it seemed likely that the payment 
would not be forthcoming. However, the Council sought various ways to obtain the 
promised funds.  After a period of negotiation with the agent’s shareholders we secured an 
offer from the shareholders to fund a significant proportion – £160,000 in sixteen 
installments - of the original sum. The Council had to choose between two less than 
satisfactory options: accept the offer of a lesser, but still very substantial sum or seek try to 
pursue the original payment – which was uncertain and likely to involve significant costs 
which the Council might not recover. The Council reluctantly concluded that the offer 
made was the best way to protect the Town’s interests and the agreement eventually made 
represented the least-worst way of resolving the situation which was available to the 
Council. Payments are currently being received. The council would like to make clear that 
the promised payments and subsequent arrangements made did not involve Bovis but a 
third party. 
 
Forward Planning 
In the last year the Town Council has adopted a new model for organising our major 
projects through the Works and Community (W&C) Committee. This has enabled us to 
prioritise our commitments and understand what capital projects and long-term 
initiatives required funding over longer timescales. 
We’ve made a significant change to the allocation of reserves in the last few months after 
the agreement with K&E was amended. We’ve decided to reduce the amount of money 
held in reserves for expansion of a new graveyard due to the difficulty in accurately costing 
it before land has been secured. We will now plan on taking out a loan from the Public 
Works Loan Board when we need to undertake the work and have accurate costs to go 
with it.  We’re continuing to use a multi-year budget process to plan future expenditure. 
We are still looking at major expenditure up to 4 years ahead to ensure that major 
projects can be funded and completed. 
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Delivering Value for Money 
The council (through the Finance Committee) has engaged in benchmarking exercises to 
compare our performance to other similarly sized councils, particularly measuring 
against the 10 largest settlements in the district. Fairford Town Council has historically 
been a relatively low-cost council and we’re keen to continue that even as new demands 
are made upon the council. We’re roughly the 6th largest council on a population basis 
and in the middle of the grouping of similar councils on a per head basis. 
That said, much of the ability of the council to run at low-cost has been because of a 
heavy volunteer presence in the work of the council over the years. It has continued to 
become harder to work on that basis as it becomes harder for residents to find time for 
volunteer work; at the same time our responsibilities encompass more work that needs 
to be done by professionals for either qualification or licencing reasons. We’ve continued 
to plan carefully and ensured we’re working for best value, but the cost pressures are 
only likely to increase. 
 
Openness and Accountability 
We are a public body and accountable to you so please be aware that our financial 
records and reports are published and available for inspection and that, as a member of 
the public, you are very welcome to attend finance committee (and other council) 
meetings. 
 
Andy Doherty 
Chair of Finance 
 
 
 
 

Farmors School – 280th Anniversary booklet - £150 
Charity Fayre (2018) - £154 
Fairford Town Football Club - £5k 
Fairford Cricket Club - £5k 
Palmer Hall refurbishment - £10k 
Royal British Legion – Silent Silhouettes - £450 
Walkers are Welcome – Subscription - £60 
End of Year Grant – Fairford Festival -£500  
End of Year Grant – Charity Fayre (2019) - £250 
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2019  (Un-audited)

31st March 2018 31st March 2019

Current Assets

-£               Debtors 4,874.00£    

9,997.00£      VAT Control A/c 5,842.00£     

-£               Prepayments 750.00£        

65,541.00£    Current & Deposit Bank A/c 117,725.00£ 

168,737.00£  Project Bank Account 84,411.00£   

199.00£         Petty Cash 32.00£          

244,473.00£ 213,634.00£ 

244,473.00£ Total Assets 213,634.00£  

Current Liabilities

2,202.00£      Creditors 2,433.00£     

-£               Accruals 3,651.00£     

-£               Receipts in advance 90.00£          

2,202.00£      6,174.00£     

242,272.00£  Total Assets Less Current Liabilities 207,460.00£ 

Represented By

12,490.00£    General Reserves 81,170.00£    

40,000.00£   EMR - New Burial Ground -£               

20,000.00£   EMR - Fairford Re-branding -£               

50,000.00£   EMR -  Improve approaches to F -£               

20,000.00£   EMR - Skate Ramp Improvement 23,000.00£   

(10,218) EMR - CCTV Network 10,000.00£   

60,000.00£   EMR - Access to countryside (e 31,762.00£    

50,000.00£   EMR - Contingency fund for FCC 50,000.00£   

-£               EMR-  Broadband for areas not 7,500.00£      

-£               EMR - Defibrillator expansion 4,000.00£     

-£               EMR - Community Connexions mkt 28.00£           

242,272.00£  207,460.00£ 

The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at 31st March 2019

and reflects its Income and Expenditure during the year.
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The Committee has had a quite a turn-over of members, and I took over as interim Chair 
after Jim Frank left earlier this year.   
 
As ever, this committee has had a very busy time of it – some of the projects we’ve carried 
out are: 
 

• Oversaw the re-branding of the Council 

• Created a new Town Map 

• Revamped website 

• Installed 4 new flower beds and Welcome signs 

• 3 new walking maps in collaboration with Fairford Community Voice 

• Arranged for a replacement hare after the sad demise of “Maurice” with thanks to the 
residents for the funding.  

• Successful Festive Market – biggest yet! 

• Worked with a multi-agency group to get River Walk resurfaced to make it more 
accessible for all levels of mobility.  

• Maintain and improve the play equipment in the WTF 

• Installed additional benches in the WTF 

• Installed a new noticeboard at the top of the High Street 

• Appointed a new Town Crier 

• Oversaw the appointment of a new contractor to cut the verges and WTF 
 

Amongst the day-to-day business of the Committee, next year, we are focusing on replacing 
worn out equipment on the park, extending the accessible footpath network and are hoping 
to have more walking maps printed.  

 
Jennie Sanford  
Interim Chair of Works & Community Committee 
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This has been another challenging year for the Planning Committee.  We have considered a 
total of 61 planning applications, a number of which we have supported residents in 
opposing (not always successfully). Delays in enforcement by Cotswold District Council also 
continue to be a concern, with the unauthorised extension at Fayre Court being a prominent 
example. 
 
The adoption of the new Local Plan by CDC in August 2018 has provided better protection 
against undesirable speculative development in the short term.  However, a late change to 
the wording of one policy led to the loss of the ‘community’ site at the front of the Keble 
Fields development to housing, due to this being included within the development 
boundary.  It remains to be seen how well the new policies will protect against the 
undesirable loss of green spaces within the town.  There is also a risk of the Local Plan 
becoming ‘out of date’ if delivery of the Chesterton strategic site falls behind expectation.  
The new Neighbourhood Plan will be important to help protect against these things. 
 
Another challenge has come from the application and extension of permitted development 
rights nationally, which undermines the protection given to key heritage and other assets 
under other policies.  We have been in discussion with CDC about the potential use of article 
4 directions to address the unintended consequences of these, which may be damaging to 
the character, attractiveness and viability of the town.  We are also pressing for a 
Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan to help support this.  The local authority 
has a statutory obligation to provide these but have not yet done so. 
 
Infrastructure capacity continues to be a big issue. There have been a number of 
interruptions of water supply, as well as problems with low pressure, partly as the result of 
the increased demand.  We have continued to raise our concerns about sewer capacity, 
surface water flooding and the consequent risks of pollution from storm discharges into the 
river.  Broadband services and mobile phone signal are still not all they might be.  Also, 
traffic congestion and pressure on parking in the town continues to increase as the result of 
the new developments and without decent public transport services. 
 
Work has continued on the Neighbourhood Plan, which, when adopted, will shape a 

more sustainable future of Fairford for the next 10-15 years (and beyond).  This is expected 
to be completed by the end of the year.  However, one issue this will need to take account of 
is the change in the role of RAF Fairford, with this becoming a full-time operational base. 
Residents who have any concerns regarding a planning application that may affect them 
should contact Cotswold District Council, where a formal objection can be lodged.  It would 
also be helpful for a copy of your objection to be sent to the Town Council. 
 
Richard Harrison 
Chair of Planning 
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• Budget balanced, did not have to dip into reserves.  

• Serious challenges for the Authority, which has meant an increase in the rates.  
This situation is unlikely to change in the future.  

• Central government are trying to push down as many costs to the local 
authority.   

• Major issues are once again related to children’s and adult care.  In 2017 there 
were 500 children in care, this has risen to 700 in 2018.  This authority is not 
alone, this is a nationwide problem.  With aging population and more complex 
needs costs have increased.  £420 million – 60% of  which is for children and 
adults.  This figure is likely to increase.  

• More money is being spent on roads, with major works in this area set to 
commence in the next 5 to 6 months.  

• The highways contractor changed from Amey to Ringway in April.   

• Capital expenditure has increased to £90million.  The Primary School in 
Fairford has benefited by £1million.  Funding was also made available to both 
football clubs, bowls club, cricket club, Palmer Hall and summer activities, 
organized by the Town Council.  

• Cllr Theodoulou reported that his role has changed and that after 14 years as a 
cabinet member, 10 of which were on finances, he has now become Chairman 
of the Council. 
 
County Councillor Ray Theodoulou 

• The elections in May saw Sue Coakley step down.  Steve Trotter was elected 
and replaces Sue as Cabinet Member for the Environment.  Cllr Doherty was 
elected as Councillor for Fairford North.   

• The Local Plan has been completed.  

•  Planning enquiry has taken place in Kempsford, which has gone to enquiry, 
which begins in July.  It is hoped that the defences set up as a result of the 
Local Plan being in place, will be effective.  There is more than an adequate 
land supply.   

• The recent news regarding the airbase is also being looked at, in consultation, 
relating to the impact of the changes across a wider area.   

• There is a need to identify land that can be used for community benefit.  

• No issues regarding flooding.   

• Cllr Andrews will be chairing the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
Q & A: 

o How is accommodation for USAF personnel going to be dealt with? 
o This is being looked at across the whole of the Cotswold District area.  CDC 

will ensure that the impact on housing needs is understood and taken into 
account.  The area covering a 30-mile radius of the base is being considered, 
so accommodation will not be restricted to Fairford. 
 

District Councillor Stephen Andrews 
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• Change in management at CDC following recent election.   

• Cllr Doherty would be taking over as Cabinet Member for Environmental 
Health.  

•  Business and planning innovations to be brought in to improve the current 
systems.  

•  Discussions are taking place regarding the removal of the current cabinet 
system in favour of a committee structure.   

• Many other changes will be taking place over the next 18 months. 
 
Q & A: 

o  Mrs S. Basley asked about the current arrangements for the Fairford 
North/South split, which she objected to.   

o Cllrs explained that this is something that is dealt with by the Electoral 
Commission who has split this due to the large area covered i.e. 800 houses in 
Fairford South, 60 in Kempsford and 1000 in Lechlade.  It is unlikely that this 
will be changed in the next 4 years. 

 
District Councillor Andrew Doherty 
 

 

The last year has seen a number of our committee step down after several years of service. I am 
delighted to report that their places have been filled with new members, with the exception of 
the Secretary, although Marion Lloyd is very kindly filling the position until a new secretary can 
be found. 
We continue to work constructively with the Surgery to raise patients’ issues of a general nature. 
This has resulted in a new appointments system (for which we provided valuable data) and a 
new telephone system: a new and improved website is also in prospect. We have also, working 
with the Clinical Commissioning Group(CCG) who fund practices, managed to secure funding 
for ear syringing and X Rays at Fairford Hospital. 
We keep ourselves informed of patient issues through personal contact, occasional surveys and 
our presence at coffee mornings which we attend in villages throughout the community. We also 
attend meetings with other PPGs and the Clinical Commissioning Group. 
During the Care Quality Commission’s examination of the Fairford Practice we were questioned 
at length about the medical service provided by the practice and were able to say that levels of 
patient satisfaction seemed high and that issues which were raised by us were dealt with 
promptly. We were pleased to see that the Commission gave a ‘Good’ rating to the practice. 
We are currently looking at how we can bring together local charities, interest and faith groups 
to work with each other to identify social problems which can lead to medical issues. These 
include loneliness, isolation, financial and relationship problems. We believe that a community-
based approach to these problems can be of great benefit to all of us as has been shown in other 
towns such as Tetbury and Frome.  
The NHS Long Term Plan promises greater investment in health and a more integrated 
approach to healthcare by bringing the medical and social care services together. More funding 
is promised at local level but there is also an emphasis on self help and help within the 
community which is in line with our own thinking. 
 
Further information about the PPG can be found on the Surgery website 
at www.fairfordsurgery.co.uk/ 
 
John Read 
Chair Fairford Patients Participation Group 

http://www.fairfordsurgery.co.uk/
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The last year has been very busy and full of ups and downs.  
 
The Committee took the huge decision to try and raise £70k to modernise the historic 
Palmer Hall and introduce a brand-new accessible toilet facility for disabled use.  
 
Fundraising started in May and, by November, the Committee had raised enough money 
to start Phase 1 of the renovation project, which was to install the accessible toilet, 
renovate the storage area and convert part of it to a new bar area. 
 
By the beginning of February, more money had been raised to enable the Committee to 
go ahead with the second and final phase of the project. This was to update the male and 
female toilets with new sanitary ware, splash backs and flooring; plus decorate the 
entrance hall to make it more appealing and refurbish the main hall, decorating it, 
putting up new blinds at the windows and new stage curtains.  
 
At the beginning of April, the Committee held their first major function in the hall, which 
was the Spring Fayre and, at the end of April, all the generous donors who had helped 
with the fundraising were invited to a Grand Opening.  
 
All this work did not take place without a few casualties. Some users of the hall 
understandably cancelled their bookings because of the disruption and mess caused by 
the building work and the monthly cinema had to be cancelled as well. But I am pleased 
to say that everything is back to normal and there are a lot of new users showing an 
interest in using the iconic community hall. 
 
The Committee now have to look at undertaking some general maintenance work on the 
exterior of the building and upgrading the kitchen area, but this will not incur as much 
disruption as the major works that have taken place over the past year. 
 
The Committee is very grateful to those organisations in Fairford that have supported 
the Palmer Hall renovations project especially Fairford Town Council and The Ernest 
Cook Trust. 
 
The Palmer Hall Management Committee 
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It’s now more than 10 years since the refurbishment and re-opening of the Centre, it’s a well-
equipped, well-maintained, up-to-date multi-use building with modern facilities and fully 
accessible for the disabled, providing services and activities for the local community.  
 
It has been a good year; bookings are up, and the Centre has been very busy at times.  As well as 
church activities, it’s a popular venue for meetings, parties, coffee mornings, funeral wakes etc. 
There are more than 40 regular activities including Art classes, Ballet dancing, Bingo, Bridge 
club, Country market, Children’s activities, Exercise and fitness classes, Gardener’s society, 
History Society, Mother and Baby groups, Walking group, Weight watchers, Yoga and Youth 
club, plus many different U3A activities for retired people. In addition to the Parish meeting 
room and church office, there is also a Heritage room, a home for the town Archive, plus a 
Council chamber and office for the Town Council, an information point and we act as Polling 
station. The Police have now given up the Police Point.  
 
The Community Christmas dinner this year was organised by Carol and Richard Thompson, and 
we thank them and their many volunteer helpers for a very successful day. 
The building is well managed and financially secure, and able to afford an on-going programme 
of maintenance and improvement.  As well as external painting, this year we have improved the 
lighting system and installed a large parasol in the Courtyard.  New chairs are on order. We have 
also reviewed and strengthened our financial management systems and developed safeguarding 
and data protection policies. 
 
The centre is a community building, a non-profitmaking organisation and a registered charity.  
We aim to provide good accommodation at reasonable cost and accessible to all the community; 
to keep users happy and to make sure the building is secure, well looked-after and pays its way. 
We need your help in making sure that you have booked any rooms needed in good time and 
leave them clean and tidy as you would wish to find them, checking that lights are turned off, 
chairs put away and doors closed.  We welcome ideas and suggestions from our users.  Anyone 
interested in the Community Centre is invited to join us and become a member of FCC Ltd.   
 
There is no joining or membership fee, just a general meeting once a year, [this year on Monday, 
June 17th.] when we report on the year's activities, and members elect Trustees. If you would like 
further information, please contact the office, or look at our web site. This has full details of 
rooms available for rent with prices and downloadable booking forms.   
 
Sadie our Centre Manager moved to a new job in April, and Eric, the Assistant Manager, will 
retire at the end of May. We record our profound thanks to both of them for their good work 
over the past 9 or 10 years. We’re also very grateful to the FCC Trustees for all their hard work, 
and to all the people who have helped in many different ways to give us a very successful year. 
 
For further information contact FCC Office:   

Tel: 01285 711571.     E mail bookings@fccentre.co.uk  

www.fairfordcommunitycentre.org 

 

Mrs Margaret Bishop 

    

 

mailto:bookings@fccentre.co.uk
http://www.fairfordcommunitycentre.org/
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It was reported last year that we were changing the name of the Charity to Friends of 
Fairford & Lechlade Communities as this reflects better the work we do, will reduce 
confusion and should further strengthen the support within the community. Please rest 
assured nothing else has changed and the Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities, 
your Community Friends, continue to do what the League of Friends of Fairford 
Hospital has always done i.e. be active in the local community providing health and social 
care to those in Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages. 

 
We continue to be your local charity run by volunteers providing health related support to 
the patients of our two GP Practices in Fairford and Lechlade. We are totally focussed on 
the community and spend over £70,000 per year supporting their needs with the aims of 
improving health and wellbeing of local people. 
 
We succeed through the generosity, support and commitment received from our local 
community. 
 
In 2018 we provided health and social care support to people through our 
support services: 
 
1. Our Home Nursing Team providing palliative care. The Team provide a Home 

Hospice service and supplements the care provided by the local GPs and District Nurses 
helping patients to spend their last days at home when they are very ill. They nursed 34 
new patients in 2018 providing end of life care to 20 of these. The cost was 
approximately £25,000. There is no charge to the patients or their carers. 

 
2. Our arrangement with Prospect Hospice at Wroughton was renewed at a cost of 

£25,000 enabling the Fairford and Lechlade GP Practices to refer their patients to the 
Hospice. The patients referred benefit from the Hospice’s full range of services. 

 
3. Patient Transport Service – The team of volunteer drivers carried out over 700 

journeys last year for people in the community who have difficulty getting to their GP 
and hospital appointments. As well as taking people to their GP surgeries we cover 
Cirencester, Swindon, Cheltenham, Gloucester, Oxford and Bristol hospitals This is a 
vital service that is much needed in our rural community helping to relieve stress and 
anxiety for many. 

 
4. Student Counselling – We provided a grant of £5,000 to help fund the student 

counselling service at Farmors School which is essential for the health and wellbeing of 
those in need of support counselling. This helps provide approximately 900 counselling 
appointments in an academic year helping over 60 students. 

 
5. Family funding support – We continue to provide funding for health care support 

and short-term respite care to families with children who are in need of additional 
support. This has provided additional hours at specialist respite centres, therapeutic 
art classes and transport support for children and young adults. 
 

6. Edna Dawes Lunch Club – We have continued to organise and provide this Lunch 
Club on Mondays and Wednesdays every week for around 30 frail and elderly people to 
socialise and enjoy a lunch. The net cost to the Community Friends is approximately 
£15,000 a year. 
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7. Young at Heart Lunch Club - We renewed funding for this monthly Lunch Club that 

provides social activity and lunch for people with memory problems and their carers at a 
cost of £2,200. 

 
8. Foot Care Clinic - This is held every Monday at Fairford Hospital for those who have 

difficulty with nail cutting, and this has helped over 100 patients in 2018. 
 
9. Community First Responders – The Community Friends provides funding to the 

First Responders team when necessary to help with the purchase of new equipment and 
with vital training and support needs. 

 
Additional volunteers needed - Can you help? 

 
The Community Friends experience an ever-increasing demand for services to the ill, 
disadvantaged, frail and elderly as resources in the public sector continue to struggle to 
meet the needs of a rural community. Everything we do is for the local community and we 
can only achieve this through the generous donations and through the volunteers who 
unselfishly donate their time. 

 
To help us continue with providing this support we do need more volunteers. We need: 

 
• Drivers to help with our Patient Transport Scheme – this is a life-line to many in our 

rural community who have difficulty getting to their medical appointments.  
• Charity Shop - volunteers who can donate 3 hours of their time a week in our Lechlade 

Shop.  
• Lunch Club – volunteers to help with the lunch clubs on Mondays or Wednesdays once a 

month.  
• Trustees – volunteer trustees to help us run and manage the Community Friends. 

 
If you think you can help or for further information please contact our 
Administrator on 07767 408409, or email fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk . Or 
refer to our website www.friendsoffairford.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Graham Hewitt 
Chairman 
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Fairford joined WaW and set in motion a programme to update the maps/directions of 
local walks, signposting etc. (FTC paying subs and donations from Monday Walks and 
FCV).  Aim to provide walks information for both local residents, particularly new 
Fairford residents and to attract more visitors and income to Fairford. 
Over the past year a lot of work has gone into making this a reality: 

• Walking and updating maps and direction of 11 walks (up to 24 planned for 
future) 

• Working with GCC to improve signposting and reporting of problems 

• Promotion – need to cater to the needs of all walkers – through posters now in 
local shops, cafés etc (Keep Calm and Keep on Walking), leaflets, articles in 
Ripples, FCV website, Facebook pages and local walks Apps 

• Now designing a dedicated www.fairfordwelcomeswalkers website and our own 
Fairford Walking App. Thanks to John Spinks and Sara Kincla (Fairford 
residents) 

• Working closely with FTC who are in the process of producing leaflets for three 
walks based on our maps, directions and with Points of Interest and in the new 
Fairford branding image 

• Fairford Festival 2019 – stand with information maps etc. in the Cricket pavilion 
(Sue Hughes) and the following weekend two ‘led’ walks.  Want to do more in 
future but need volunteers to help organise and lead. 
 
River Accessibility Path – we were approached by FWAG (Farming and Wildlife 
Advisory Group SW) to help raise grant monies for the path from Thames Water 
and are now part of the FTC led countryside group which has helped make 
improvements to this path a reality and which is due to be completed by the end 
on May.  
 
The Future:   

• Develop new walks connecting Fairford to other villages and towns, Thames Path, 
Cotswold Water Park etc.  Work with other towns e.g. Lechlade on joint walks 

• Introduce, gradually, more organised and ‘led’ walking events/weekend, but need 
volunteers to help 

• Work with the pubs, coffee shops, b&bs etc. to promote circular walks which they 
will benefit from e.g. their own branded walks leaflets.  Also, local paid adverts on 
website.  

• Need volunteers to report on paths, keep tidy and put up posters. 
 
Environmental Matters 

• Approx. 500 shrubs were recently planted to form a new hedgerow alongside the 
Cinder Track behind the new houses in Fairford Gate and also fill in gaps in the 
hedgerow running south the Cinder Lane. The group consisted of 11 volunteers and 
a representative of the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group. The plants were 
bought with FCV money which had been reserved for purchasing trees.  

• Coln House Garden by the river was also cleared last year and various riverbank 
and path repairs have been restored in a sympathetic manner using natural 
materials. Willow is being thinned where it has become too dense. 

• The water quality of the river is not as good as it was, and the group are monitoring 
this and trying to improve it.  
 

The Future:  

• Monitor hedgerow planting – a section of the hedging has already ‘disappeared’!  

http://www.fairfordwelcomeswalkers/
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• Continue clearing/improving Coln House Garden.  The new owner of Waterloo 
Cottage has offered to help.  

• Identify grants for the purchase of plants/trees in order to plant more hedgerows.  
Continue working with FWAG but also create and independent ‘Fairford 
Environmental Volunteer Group’. 

 
 

• The last 12 months have seen ECT grow their national reach by working in 

partnership with like-minded groups and organisations.  ECT now has a presence 

from Dorset to Cumbria.   

• Across all their estates, the Trust is working hard to engage with local councils 

and charities.  In Fairford they have supported the Palmer Hall, the Young 

Ambassador Programme, hosted the “Jingle & Mingle”, supported the Farmors 

School 280 anniversary reunion and put on free Forest Schools during school 

holidays.  

• ECT have recently met with Fairford Welcomes Walkers/ Fairford Community 

Voice to discuss increasing access to ECT land. ECT are well positioned to link 

Fairford with CHEQS communities.  However, the desires of walkers must be met 

with the requirements of farmers and responsible access comes with constraints.  

• ECT meets regularly with the Neighbourhood Development Plan group. 

• ECT have set up the Coln & Leach Farming Cluster to encourage local tenant 

farmers to work collaboratively to improve the environment & access.  

• Questions: 

o There are two gates on the concrete road off Leafield Road, the inner gate 

is accessible by people with mobility issues, but the outer gate is not, 

therefore those who cannot climb a stile cannot access the path – can the 

outer gate be removed or changed? 

o There is an unofficial lay-by at Pitham Bottom which is often used by dog 

walkers to park in and they then access the Pitham Path via a five-bar gate 

or fence.  Recently barbed wire has been put along the fence, which, given 

that there is no live stock in the wood, seems a little unnecessary and may 

cause injury to dog walkers accessing the path.  If walkers cannot access 

the path from the layby, they have to walk in the road to reach the path – 

which has no pavement and is dangerous. Can the wire be removed, or 

access to the path from the lay-by made more possible? 

o Please can the barbed wire in the water meadow – put in when the flood 

defences were being built – now be removed? 

 

Mr. Michael Birnie 

Property Director 
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This Report covers the period of 01st April 2018 to 31st March 2019. During this period 
there were 86 crimes. This compares with 77 in the same period last year 
There has been an INCREASE of 9 crimes or 11.69% 
Crime Breakdown 
Burglary Residential – 6 (compared to 9 previous year) 
Burglary Business and community – 5 (compared to 8) 
Theft – 30 (compared to 25) 
Criminal damage- 9 (compared to 11) 
Violence - 21 (compared to 13) 
Drugs – 4 (compared to 4) 
Sexual offences – 7 (compared to 2) 
Fraud – 3 (compared to 2) 
Other - 1 
Information 
Of the above offence’s, violence, theft and sexual offences have seen the increases.  The 
Fairford and Lechlade Neighbourhood Police Area has seen a large in motor vehicle related 
thefts.  An Organised Crime Group (OCG) were suspected of being involved in these 
offences, coming to the county from elsewhere in the country.  A member of this group was 
arrested following an incident near Bourton on The Water in April during which a police car 
was rammed by the suspect escaping.  He has subsequently been charged with dangerous 
driving and theft of a motor vehicle.  The local investigation team are in the process of 
gathering evidence of offences committed in the area to try and identify this suspect as being 
responsible.  Since this arrest and the suspect being remanded in custody, the area has seen 
a sharp drop in theft from motor vehicle offences.  One of our priorities on the Fairford and 
Lechlade team was drug use around Walnut Tree field and surrounding areas following 
intelligence from the community.  As a result of this regular patrols during the day and night 
were conducted and two operations conducted by the Neighbourhood Policing Team.  Hi-
visibility patrols and some plain clothes patrols were conducted to deter and detect any drug 
offences.  As a result of the efforts made local residents have approached the PCSO’s stating 
it is no longer happening in these areas. 
PC 2071 WEEDON has left the team (as of 24th May 2019).  The new PC for the area will be 
PC 2007 Neil Lightfoot.  The Neighbourhood Policing Team for Fairford and Lechlade is 
PCSO 9098 Gemma Butcher and PCSO 9302 Zaheer Bulbul.  The sergeant for the team is PS 
745 Garrett Gloyn. 
We would like to thank Fairford Town Council and the local community for their continued 
support to help make Fairford a safer place to live. 
We are encouraging members of the community that haven’t already done so to sign up to 
Your Community Alerts.  Your Community Alerts is a messaging alert system used by the 
Constabulary to send out messages.  You can select what topic of message you wish to 
receive from Crime Alerts to traffic alerts.  Registration is simple and can be done by logging 
into www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk 
Our job on the neighbourhood policing team is to keep our communities safe, which 
includes your homes.  We can come to your home and carry out a crime reduction survey.  
This involves looking around the outside and inside of your home and pointing out areas 
where security can be improved.  This can be arranged by emailing 
Cotswolds.NPT@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 
Please report incidents or suspicious incidents (such as suspect drug dealing) to the Police 
by phoning 101 or on-line by visiting www.gloucestershire.police.uk 
You can also report information via Crime Stoppers.  In an emergency call 999 
 
PC  Mark Weedon 
 

http://www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk/
mailto:Cotswolds.NPT@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/

