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Summer is nearly here, and we can start to look forward 
to all the events that are happening in Fairford over the 
coming months:  Fairford Festival on 7th – 9th June, the 
Italian Market on 7th July, the Royal International Air 
Tattoo 19th – 21st July, the Steam Rally evening in the 
Market Place on Saturday 10th August and FairFest on 
16th – 18th August to name but a few.  I am honoured, 
once again, to be Mayor of this busy and vibrant town 
and I hope to see you at these fabulous events.  
 
I would like to congratulate Cllr James Nicholls on 
becoming our Deputy Mayor and welcome Cllr Amanda 
Jefferies and Cllr Derek Thornhill to the Town Council. A 
new team around the table inevitably means that we have 
to say a few goodbyes.  I would like to thank Trevor Hing 
MBE and Rob Winney for everything that they have done 
for Fairford whilst being part of the Town Council and 
I’m sure that all the residents who know them and have 
benefitted from their dedication to Fairford would join 
me in offering grateful thanks to them both.  
 
May bank holiday was a particularly special day for 
Fairford as we played host to a group of Community 
leaders from Pinaymootang First Nation - Fairford, 
Manitoba.  Fairford, UK and Fairford, Manitoba have a 
long and rich historical connection and it was a privilege 
to meet Chief Garnet Woodhouse Treaty 2 and his 
community.  Thank you to Fairford History Society, St 
Mary’s Church, Andy Stopka, Syd Flatman, Edwin Cuss, 
Margaret Bishop, David Laurence, and everyone else who 
helped to make it such an enjoyable day.  
 
My first civic event as Mayor this year was particularly 
special as, alongside Edward Gillespie OBE, Lord 
Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, I welcomed HRH The 
Prince of Wales, to Fairford when he attended the Music 
in Country Churches concert on Saturday 25th May. Truly 
a once in a lifetime opportunity for me. The music was 
beautiful, and the company wasn’t bad either! 
 

Cllr Stephen Boulton 

Fairford Town Mayor 

stephenboulton89@yahoo.com 
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Follow us on Twitter for up 

to date news and 

information from your 

Council. @fairfordcouncil 

Find us on Facebook - 

search for Fairford Town 

Council. 

 

Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

 

If you would like to contact 

us then please email: 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next two Full Town 

Council Meetings will be 

on Tuesday 11th June and 

Tuesday 9th July at 7.00pm 

in the Barker Room, 

Fairford 

Community Centre. 
 

 
 

Cllr Amanda Jefferies 
Although I have been ‘local’ for several 
years having lived in Highworth and 
Hannington, I only moved to Fairford a 
couple of years ago. I stood for the 
Council in the hope that I would bring a 
newcomer’s perspective to proceedings. 
Since moving here, I have joined the 
Fairford Bellringers, Fairford & District 
Choral Society, and am a keen open 
water swimmer at Bowmoor Lakes (even 
in the ice!) 
 

Cllr Derek Thornhill  
I am a relative newcomer to Fairford, 
having moved here in 2014, we are very 
happy living in Fairford and having 
moved house eight times, have hopefully 
found the place to put down some belated 
roots. Lyn and I have four children and 
six grandchildren.  
When my children were younger, I was a 
parent governor and then chair of 
governors at their school. Later I was a 
Parish Councillor for many years while 
living in a Wiltshire village. 
Now retired from my business career, 
which was in book publishing, I spend 
two days each week, working on behalf of 
a charity that sends me into school to 
assist children learning to read. I now 
hope I can be helpful, along with the 
other Councillors, in keeping Fairford, (as 
the recently erected signs say), a Good 
Place To Be.  
 

Contact details for all the Councillors and the 
Committee membership structure can be found on the 
website or you can call the office for further 
information.  



 

 

Citizen of the year 
Nominees: 

• Lesley Webb 
For all the work he has done in 
the playground and the town. 

• George Ellis 
For his support and enthusiasm 
for Fairford Rugby Club 

• John Challinor 
For his tireless work at the 
Primary School, in particular 
setting up the after-school 
football club.  

Winner: Lesley Webb 
 
Albert Alder Award 
Nominees: 

• Irene Nicholls 
For all the hard work she puts 
in to keeping the Walnut Tree 
Field litter free.  

• Charlotte, Lucy, Beth 
& George Bull 

For their support and efforts in 
helping with litter picking in 
the town.  

Winner:  
Irene Nicholls   
 
Congratulations to all the 
nominees and to the 
worthy winners.  You are 
all part of what makes 
Fairford a good place to be.  

 

 

Dates for your diary 
JOINT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Friends of Fairford Hospital and Friends of Fairford & 

Lechlade Communities.    

THURSDAY 13TH JUNE 2019  

7pm at Fairford Hospital  

 Guest Speakers 

David Chapman and Stephen Andrews from the 

Community First Responders. 

Come and support us and hear about our activities. 
 

OPEN GARDEN/CHEESE AND WINE EVENING  
FRIDAY 28TH JUNE 6.30 to 8.30pm 

Langford Downs Farm, Near Lechlade, GL7 3QL  
 
Gavin and Caroline MacEchern have generously agreed to 
open their garden and house for the Community Friends to 
host a cheese and wine evening on Friday 28th June from 
6.30pm to 8.30pm.  This is a great opportunity to see their 
wonderful garden and house that has been lovingly 
developed from scratch over the last 12 years.  Please 
purchase your tickets early to avoid disappointment. 
Tickets, £10.00 (including first glass of wine), can be 
purchased from: 

Ruth Berridge    01367 252706 
Graham Hewitt   07504 955358 
Margaret Pursch    01285 851526 
Frances Whiteman  01367 850213 

 
If you need further information about Friends of Fairford 
& Lechlade Communities, please contact Christine Barker 
on: 07767 408409 or email: fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk or 
visit our website www.friendsoffairford.org.uk 

 
Your continued support is very much appreciated 

Graham Hewitt, Chairman 
Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities 

(Reg. Charity No: 1180059) 
 

mailto:fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk


 

  

 

 
New Steering Group wishes to share 
FLBClub’s success 
At the Fairford & Lechlade Business Club AGM at the end of 
April, a new Steering Group was voted in to run the 
successful Business Club that was originally founded in 
2006 to help businesses in Fairford, Lechlade and 
surrounding villages. The Club has grown so much over the 
years that its membership now extends to businesses 
throughout Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire. 
 
Helen Webb was re-elected unopposed as Chair of the Club 
for a fourth term, while Shirley Wheeler and Chris Roberts 
were also voted in unopposed as Vice Chair and 
Administrator respectively. Other members elected to the 
Steering Group are Amelia Bishop, Andy Briggs, Andrew 
Garland, Simon Hersom, Zena Kennedy, Ian Lindsay and 
Verity Manners. To find out how to contact any of the 
Steering Group, please visit www.flbc.org.uk/flbclub-new-
steering-group/. 
 
As well as electing a new Steering Group, members at the 
AGM also agreed to introduce and support an annual 
Charity of the Year. Over the years, the Business Club has 
thrived and would like to share some of its success not only 
with its members, but also with a charity or good cause that 
could benefit the local community. More details to follow 
about this. 
 
The next meeting of the FLBClub is breakfast at 8am on 
Thursday 27th June at the Trout Inn, Lechlade. Guest 
speaker is Amelia Bishop, Brexit Business Specialist, 
explaining how members can turn the Brexit uncertainty 
into a positive opportunity for their business. To attend the 
meeting, please book on www.flbc.org.uk/Events or email 
admin@flbc.org.uk.  
 

 

 

There are 4 publicly 
accessible defibrillators 
in Fairford. These are at 
the following locations: 
 

• Fairford Fire Station, 
Hatherop Road. 

 

• The Bull Hotel, 
Market Place. 

 

• Fairford Youth 
Football Club, 
Horcott Road. 

 

• The Old Phone Box, 
Milton Street. 

 
Other defibrillators are 
available during 
operating hours at: 

• Fairford Community 
Centre;  

• Hilary Cottage 
Surgery; 

• Fairford Town 
Football Club &  

• White Cottage Dental 
Practice.  

• Farmor’s Sports 
Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Are you in need of space for business  
meetings / training or conferences?  
  
Do you run a business from home or have  
offices in or around the Fairford area but lack  
the space for meetings, or perhaps you need a venue for 
conferences or a training event?   
We have rooms of various sizes suitable for small 
meetings/interviews through to conferences. Rooms are 
available to hire for hourly, half day or full day, we offer 
competitive prices and are local.  
  
Some of the facilities we are able to offer are: 

• WiFi 

• Hearing Loop / Sound System 

• Projector screen 

• Fully Equipped kitchen  

• We can recommend local caterers who are 
experienced in providing snacks / buffets at the 
Centre.  

   
Fairford Community Centre 

Tel: 01285 711571 
Bookings@fccentre.co.uk 

 Manager@fccentre.co.uk 
www.fairfordcommunitycentre.org 

 

Toddler Time 
Mondays 10.30am- 
11.00am (Term time 
Only) 
 
Baby Bounce and Rhyme 
Wednesdays 10.30am – 
11.00am   
 
Library Club  
Thursday 20th June 
11.00am – 12 noon 
 

All events are free and no 
tickets required. 
Everyone welcome! Any 
children attending must 
be accompanied by an 
adult 

 



 

   

 

2019 at Fairford “Firecrackers” WI has so far been fun, 
interesting and educational. 
January brought us all together for our New Year lunch 
and we followed the food/drink theme straight into 
February with our guest speaker teaching us all we needed 
to know about coffee, entitled “The Lynwood Experience”. 
March brought a very interesting and insightful meeting 
where we were joined by Hanna Doherty, Member of the 
Youth Parliament, for Cotswold and Stroud. In an 
interview conducted by our President, Carol, Hanna spoke 
to us about her role in the Youth Parliament, what this 
involves and where young people are taking politics. She 
then answered questions from members. 
In April our guest speaker showed us what it takes to 
design and produce a garden for the Chelsea Flower Show. 
Using slides, he took us through the whole process. Most 
recently, May brought an evening of bingo accompanied 
with cheese, nibbles and wine. With almost 50 members 
and visitors attending most meetings, this gave us a 
chance to chat and to get to know each other a little better. 
“How can we join in this fun?” I hear you saying...... 
Our June meeting is a member’s only meeting in one of 
our member’s gardens for afternoon tea by the lake. 
Visitors are then welcome to join us again on Wednesday 
3rd July at 7:30pm at our normal location, The Palmer 
Hall, Fairford, where our guest speaker, Jo Hursey, will be 
talking to us about The Invictus Games – Toronto 2017; a 
very inspirational lady who we are very much looking 
forward to meeting. 
As always, check our Facebook page for regular updates 
along with posters displayed in and around Fairford 
detailing our monthly meetings. 

For more information contact Carol: 01285 711473 

 
 

Saturday 8th June and 
Sunday 9th June, 10.00-

4.00pm at Fairford 
Community Centre in 

the Heritage Room  
  

LOST FAIRFORD:  
A PHOTOGRAPHIC 

DISPLAY BY  
EDWIN CUSS  

with Fairford History 
Society display and FHS 

publications for sale  
Refreshments  

Entry free  
 

Thursday 20th June 2019 
at 7.30pm 

at Fairford Community 
Centre 

FHS AGM   
followed by  

MERVYN CULLY ON 
MEMORIES OF  
KEBLE HOUSE  

  
Membership £5 Visitors £3 

For further information 
contact Alison on 01285 

711768 or email:  
enquiry@fairfordhistor

y.org.uk or visit 
www.fairfordhistory.org.uk 

 

mailto:enquiry@fairfordhistory.org.uk
mailto:enquiry@fairfordhistory.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nearly 100 people, who had donated either in kind, with a 
grant, donation, cheque, cash or through the GoFundMe 
page, came along at the end of April to take a look around 
the newly renovated 83 year old hall and enjoy a 
celebratory glass of wine and a few nibbles. Chair of the 
Committee, Sue Crowley and secretary, Louise Hatch 
thanked everyone for their donations especially Dr Victoria 
Edwards from the Ernest Cook Trust, who had been the 
first person to encourage the Committee in their 
endeavours to raise the total amount of nearly £70k 
needed to update the hall and preserve it for another 83 
years. 

Fundraising is still continuing as there are a few external 
renovation works still to do and the GoFundMe page is still 
open to receive donations: https://uk.gofundme.com/the-
palmer-hall.  

Why not think about using the newly renovated Hall for 
your event or your organisation's meetings? Come and 
have a look round the new Palmer Hall as a possible venue 
for a one-off event or a longer term booking. For more 
information, then please contact Louise on 01285 711657 or 
email fairfordph@outlook.com.  

 “The Palmer Hall Committee are to be congratulated on 
their updating of the Hall – an excellent effort, and a joy 
to use” (U3A Keep Fit) 

 

 

Sue Crowley (Chair), Louise 
Hatch (Secretary) & Dr 
Victoria Edwards (ECT) 

Ornamental shrubs 
courtesy of Lechlade 
Garden Centre and 
balloons from Fabulous 
Partyware, Lechlade 



 

 
 
 

 


