The historical setting of
Fairford, with lakes,
parkland, green corridors
and green spaces
interwoven into the town,
and the mix of buildings
from six centuries including
the High Street frontage, are
distinctive features of
Fairford and highly valued
by both residents and
visitors, therefore having
significant economic value
as well.

The population of
Fairford will have
increased by around a
third since 2012, which
has put a strain on all
aspects of local
infrastructure including
the mains water and
sewage systems, schools
and health services.

The location of Fairford at
the lower end of the River
Coln valley with high
ground water levels for
significant periods of
time, calls for careful
consideration when
placing development
within the town to
minimise flood risk and
avoid drainage problems.

Periodic pollution of the
River Coln occurs under
heavy rainfall conditions
owing to insufficient
capacity of the sewage
system and treatment
works

Wildlife has been
displaced from habitats
due to new housing
development

Traffic has increased because of the
rise in population in the town and
other nearby settlements, as has
congestion particularly on the very
constrained A417 through the town,
and this inhibits walking/cycling to
schools etc. as well as impacting the
local environment. However, the
Special Landscape Area, river, lakes
and Air Base preclude any easy
bypass route.
Parking is also an increasing issue as
people travel from new housing
further out from the town centre in
order to access shops and services.

Fairford has increased in size but
the relatively low ratio of local
employment to housing means
that this growth has had relatively
little benefit for the small town
centre, because out-commuters
tend to shop elsewhere.
Businesses need space to expand
locally.
Maintenance and improvement of
the town centre, its shops and
services is also important to
encourage greater use by current
residents and visitors and help it
remain sustainable.

Fairford has a population
age profile that is relatively
elderly but differs from the
Cotswold average in that
there are more teenagers
but fewer people in their
20s and 30s. There is also a
long-standing shortage of
housing that is affordable
for local young people to
buy. Unfortunately, the
recent tranche of
development has not
ensured an on-going supply
for this purpose.

Any development, as well as
use and maintenance of nearby
lakes resulting from mineral
extraction, needs to be
compatible with safeguarding
requirements of the Air Base.
There are plans for the air base
to have an expanded role from
2023. It is currently unclear
what impact this may have on
Fairford and its services, but
this needs to be taken into
account.

