
 

 

Telephone: 01285 712344 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk       
www.fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

  

Spring has sprung, and all the flowers in the planters and 
on the verges are helping to make Fairford look lovely.  I 
hope you will spare a moment on Saturday 6th April to 
join in with our big Spring Clean to make Fairford look 
even more beautiful. Further details can be found in the 
Newsletter, and on our website.  
 
The Council has been busy over the last year and will be 
reporting on all our activities at the Annual Town 
Meeting on Thursday 30th May. Representatives from the 
local police, RAF Fairford, District & County Councils 
and groups in Fairford will also be attending – please 
take this opportunity to talk to us all and ask us 
questions.  
 
On Monday 6th May we have a large group of visitors 
from Fairford, Manitoba, Canada, coming to Fairford.  
The Council, St Mary’s Church and the History Society 
will be entertaining our guests and showing them the 
best that Fairford has to offer. If you would like to get 
involved on the day, please get in touch with the Clerks 
for more information.  
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to attend the 
Neighbourhood Plan open day on 14th March.  The Plan 
is on-going and we will keep residents updated as to its 
progress.  
 
Work will soon be starting on resurfacing River Walk.  
The path will be closed for the duration of the works and 
will reopen at the end on May.  We appreciate your 
patience during the construction of the path. More 
information on the path can be found in the Newsletter 
and on our website.  
 
I hope to see you all on 30th May at the Annual Town 
Meeting. 
Best wishes 
Steve.  
 
 
 

Cllr Stephen Boulton 

Fairford Town Mayor 

stephenboulton89@yahoo.com 

 
The Town Council has new email 
addresses: 
 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
vanessa@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
roz@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I would like to introduce myself as the newly                       
appointed Councillor for Fairford.  

My parents, Ann and Derek, brought me to Fairford as a 
baby, and I attended Fairford Primary and Farmors 
School. I enjoyed growing up in the town and the clubs, 
events we all came to know and love. At 16, I enlisted into 
the British Army and served our country for 20 Years. 

As one of Fairford Councillors I wish to serve the 
community and continue the ethos of a strong 
community spirit. It is important to me that I listen to 
the local community and voice concerns they have. 
I look forward to meeting you all. 
 

The Council is beginning a programme of replacing worn out 

pieces of the wooden trim trail. The first item to be replaced is 

the wobble bridge.  You may find that items are temporarily 

out of action as the programme rolls out over the year.  

 

You may have noticed the graffiti that appeared on the skate 

ramp and wall earlier this year.  The culprits have been 

identified, visited by the police, and have been made to clean 

off the graffiti from the skate ramp.  The damage to the wall is 

being dealt with by the wall owner.  

Follow us on Twitter for up 

to date news and 

information from your 

Council. @fairfordcouncil 

Find us on Facebook - 

search for Fairford Town 

Council. 

 

Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

 

If you would like to contact 

us then please email: 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next two Full Town 

Council Meetings will be 

on Tuesday 9th April and 

Tuesday 14th May at 

7.00pm in the Barker 

Room, Fairford 

Community Centre. 
 

 

To contact Cllr James Nicholls  
 please email: 

jamesnichollsftc@outlook.com 
 



 

 

 

Fairford and District 
Choral Society’s summer 
concert is at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 11th May at St 
Mary’s Church, Fairford.  
 
Along with professional 
soloists, they are 
performing Mozart’s 
Requiem, K626 and 
Schubert's Mass No 2 
in G Major, D167.  
 
Tickets cost £15 and are 
available from Fairford 
Opticians from Monday 
1st April 2019. 
 

 

Fairford Town Council is inviting nominations for the 
three Annual Citizen Awards: Citizen of the Year; The 
Geoff Chick Award and The Albert Alder Award. 
The Citizen of the Year award is to recognise an 
outstanding contribution to Fairford by an individual of 
any age, but they should live in Fairford and their 
contribution to the community should be voluntary and 
not paid. The Award will be a cheque for £100. The Geoff 
Chick Award will be awarded to two young people aged 
between 16-19 years to enable them to take part in 
voluntary work overseas. The nominees must live in 
Fairford and the work must be part of an           
organised/approved scheme. The recipients must report 
back on their trip to the Annual Town Meeting in the 
subsequent year. The Award is a grant of up to £500 each 
person. The Albert Alder Award is to recognise an   
outstanding contribution to the environment in Fairford 
by a young person aged 19 years and under. They must be 
resident in Fairford and their contribution must be 
voluntary and not paid. The Award will be a cheque for 
£50.  
To nominate anyone for any or all of these Awards, please 
write to the Town Clerk on 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk by Friday 26th April. 
The winners will be announced at the Annual Town 
Meeting on Thursday 30th May. 
  
 



 

  

 

 

 
The Fairford & Lechlade Business Club are going 
underground! 

The next FLBClub meeting will be the AGM and will be held 
at the WWII Museum at Coleshill courtesy of the National 
Trust. The meeting will start at 7pm with networking and 
refreshments and, after the business of the meeting, 
members and their guests will enjoy a tour of the 
underground bunker to hear a little bit about its history. 
  
Unknown to local villagers, Coleshill House was 
requisitioned during the war to become Winston Churchill’s 
top secret training headquarters for the British Resistance 
or Auxiliary Unit. In peacetime, the Auxiliers had been 
farmers, mechanics, gamekeepers, butchers, labourers or 
miners but, in wartime, they became part of a hush-hush 
network of spies and saboteurs to keep their country safe in 
the event of invasion. The FLBClub will visit the 
underground training bunker and find out about the 
extraordinary lives of the Auxiliers, who learned how to set 
booby traps and use explosives.  

After the tour, a fish and chip supper will be served courtesy 
of The Cotswold Chippy. Booking is essential for this 
meeting via www.flbc.org.uk/Events and non-members are 
welcome.  

 

 

THURSDAY 25th APRIL 2019, 7.00pm 

 
Fairford Community Centre, Farmor Room 

 
All are welcome to come & learn more about the 

work of  
Fairford Community Voice (FCV)  
For more information please contact: 

Malcolm Cutler – 01285 712173 info@fairfordcv.org.uk 
www.fairfordcv.org.uk 

 

 

Fairford Town Council 
invites you to attend the 
Annual Town Meeting, 
held on Thursday 30th 
May at 7.00pm in the 
Farmor Room, Fairford 
Community Centre.  
 
You will hear reports 
from your Town Council, 
the District & County 
Councils, the local police, 
RAF Fairford, and other 
interest groups in the 
town.  The Awards for 
Citizen of the Year, 
Albert Alder Award and 
the Geoff Chick Bursary 
will also be awarded on 
the night.  
 
Do come along and ask 
your representatives 
questions.  
 
 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Are you in need of space for business  
meetings / training or conferences?  
  
Do you run a business from home or have  
offices in or around the Fairford area but lack  
the space for meetings or perhaps you need a venue for 
conferences or a training event?   
We have rooms of various sizes suitable for small 
meetings/interviews through to conferences. Rooms are 
available to hire for hourly, half day or full day, we offer 
competitive prices and are local.  
  
Some of the facilities we are able to offer are: 

• WiFi 

• Hearing Loop / Sound System 

• Projector screen 

• Fully Equipped kitchen  

• We can recommend local caterers who are 
experienced in providing snacks / buffets at the 
Centre.  

   
Fairford Community Centre 

Tel: 01285 711571 
Bookings@fccentre.co.uk 

 Manager@fccentre.co.uk 
www.fairfordcommunitycentre.org 

 

After 10 years at the Centre, Sadie is moving on to take 
up a new role closer to home.  We will miss her greatly 
and wish her all the best for the future.  The end of April 
will see Eric also leaving the Centre. He has been a 
stalwart at the Centre since it opened, and he will also be 
sorely missed. We wish him well for the future and hope 
he enjoys his retirement, again! 

The Ernest Cook Trust are 
running a free Forest 
School at Leawood during 
the May Half Term.  

This will take place from 
10.00am – 2.30pm on: 
Thursday 30th May.  

Please bring a picnic 
lunch to enjoy on the day. 
Suitable clothing must be 
worn. Car drivers please 
note, Leawood is accessed 
from an uneven farm 
track. 

To book please email: 

clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

with your contact details 
and the ages of the 
children attending.  

All children must be 
accompanied by an adult  
with a maximum ratio of 
5 children per adult. 

The Forest School 
running on Tuesday 9th 
April is now fully 
booked. 

 



 

  

 

 

It’s all happening in the Palmer Hall! 

Since the first phase of the renovations to the Palmer Hall 
was completed just before Christmas, it seemed that 
everything had gone quiet. But no! Work started again at 
the beginning of March to modernise and decorate the 
male and female toilets, the entrance hall and the main 
hall of this historic community building. At the time of 
writing, the work is scheduled to be completed at the end 
of March with the first event in the hall taking place on 
Saturday 6th April. This will be the Palmer Hall Spring 
Fayre from 1pm-5pm with lots of interesting stalls to 
browse around showcasing a wide range of bargains. 
Tea/coffee and cakes will be available. Entry £1, children 
free. For more information or to book a table, please call 
01285 711657 or email fairfordph@outlook.com.  
  
Then, on Friday 26th April at 6.30pm, the doors to the 
Palmer Hall will be thrown open to welcome and thank all 
those generous donors who made the renovation and 
modernisation work possible. Everyone that donated 
either in kind, cash, cheques, grants or via the GoFundMe 
page are warmly invited to the Grand Opening to take a 
look around and enjoy a celebratory glass of wine and a 
few nibbles.   
In the meantime, fundraising will continue in order to 
maintain the hall in tip-top condition for another 83 years. 
So if you would like to contribute, please visit 
https://uk.gofundme.com/the-palmer-hall and donate 
online.  
 

There will be a Defibrillator Awareness training session on 
Wednesday 15th May at 7.30pm at Fairford Community 
Centre. Come along and learn how to use a Defib – you 
might just save a life.  
Free to attend.   
To register, please email 
clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk or call 01285 712344 

 
 

 

 

There are 4 publicly 
accessible defibrillators 
in Fairford. These are at 
the following locations: 
 

• Fairford Fire Station, 
Hatherop Road. 

 

• The Bull Hotel, 
Market Place. 

 

• Fairford Youth 
Football Club, 
Horcott Road. 

 
• The Old Phone Box, 

Milton Street. 
 
Other defibrillators are 
available during 
operating hours at: 

• Fairford Community 
Centre;  

• Hilary Cottage 
Surgery; 

• Fairford Town 
Football Club &  

• White Cottage Dental 
Practice.  

• Farmor’s Sports 
Centre 

 

 



 

  

  

Easter Craft Event 
Thursday 11th April 
2.00pm– 4.00pm* 
 
*All children must be 
accompanied by an 
adult.  
 
Library Club will be held 
on Thursday 18th April 
from 11.00am – 12 noon.  
Unfortunately the 
transport for this is 
currently at full capacity, 
however if people who 
live locally are able to get 
to the library themselves 
then they are more than 
welcome to pop in for a 
tea or coffee and a chat!  
 
Baby Bounce and Rhyme 
every Wednesday 
10.30am -11.00am   
 
Toddler Time every 
Monday  
10.30am - 11.00am  
 
All events are free.  
 
 

 

The League of Friends of Fairford Hospital 
Your Community Friends 
 
NOTHING IS CHANGING EXCEPT THE NAME 
 
For many years, the League of Friends of Fairford Hospital 
has served Fairford, Lechlade and surrounding villages by 
raising money to fund support services for the local 
community and bring health care as close to home as 
possible. It will continue to do so for many more years to 
come, but under the new name of: Friends of Fairford & 
Lechlade Communities.  As many of you know we agreed to 
this name change in 2018 and we are now actively rolling 
this out.    
 
Please rest assured: NOTHING will change except the 
name and the Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities 
will continue to do what the League of Friends of Fairford 
Hospital has always done i.e. be active in the local 
community providing health and social care to those in 
Fairford, Lechlade and the surrounding villages. 
 
If you have any questions at all, please contact the 
Chairman, Graham Hewitt at: 
chair@friendsoffairford.org.uk. Or take a look at the 
website: www.friendsoffairford.org.uk.  
 
House-to-House 2019  
The Friends of Fairford & Lechlade Communities House-
to-House fund raising event will be in full swing from the 
1st of April to the 14th of April.  Your support is always 
appreciated.   Our thanks to all our existing volunteers, 
coordinators, and collectors.    
If you need further information about Friends of Fairford & 
Lechlade Communities, please contact Christine Barker on: 
07767 408409 or email:fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
Your continued support is very much appreciated  



 

 

River Walk path 
improvements  will 
include a significant 
amount of resurfacing to 
improve the all-round 
experience for the many 
people who use the path. 
Unfortunately, this 
means that in order to 
carry out the work safely 
the path from Dilly’s 
Bridge to Cutler’s Ford 
(the benches) will need 
to be closed for a period 
of time from 15th April 
to 31st May 2019.  
We recognise the 
inconvenience this will 
cause to many local 
users of the path but this 
will only be for a short 
time and the work will 
make significant 
improvements for all to 
use when it reopens. We 
thank you for your 
patience whilst the work 
takes place. 
If you have any 
questions, please 
contact:  
Fairford Town Council 
on 01285 712344 or  
Public rights of way on 
08000 514514 
 

 

Fairford Town Council, along with Gloucestershire Wildlife 
Trust and FWAG (Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group) is 
undertaking a project to resurface River Walk, from Dilly’s 
Bridge to the benches at Cutlers Ford.  This will create an 
accessible path to help people of all levels of mobility to 
access the countryside and the River Coln.  The accessible 
path will be part of a wider project (led by Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust, FWAG and other partners) in Fairford that 
aims to increase biodiversity in the town, and there will be 
a public meeting about this when the funding is fully 
secured. This project will improve habitats for water voles, 
birds and pollinators, and will be looking for local 
volunteers to help with it.  
 
We are aware that there have been some concerns raised 
over the timing of the works.  As part of the preparation for 
the resurfacing, a water vole survey was carried out (the 
findings of which are available of the Town Council 
website https://fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/town-
council/projects/).  This survey also gave a comprehensive 
programme of works, with specific timescales, the basis of 
which has formed the licence application to Natural 
England to undertake the works and the construction 
specification which formed the tender documents.  
Specifically, with regards to water voles:  
In terms of the timing, spring is the recommended time to 
be working in areas where there are water voles – they are 
the species most likely to be affected given the nature of 
the works.  This is because the animals are ‘active’ so can 
move away from the works, are less likely to have 
dependent young underground, and they are used to 
moving around at this particular time of year.  It would be 
inappropriate to do the work:  

• Over winter – as the animals will be likely to remain 
in their burrows and there would therefore be a 
greater risk of them being killed or injured.  It is also 
difficult to confirm where they are in winter as they 
spend so much time below ground. 

 



 

  

 

 

• In late-spring or summer – as they will have 
dependent young below ground, so will remain in 
their burrows and there is a greater risk of animals 
being killed.  Works which disturbed the breeding 
cycle in mid-summer (June to August) would be 
particularly disruptive and could threaten the 
viability of the population. 

• During autumn – the population will breed and 
expand over the summer, meaning that there will be 
a greater number of water voles present in autumn, 
with little vacant space to allow animals to move out 
of the way of the works.  They will therefore be far 
more likely to be affected, and they will still be 
breeding – so will have dependent young below 
ground. 

 
Fairford Town Council are currently seeking a licence 
from Natural England for the works.  Natural England 
generally only licence these sorts of works during spring, 
and not at other times of year. 
There will, of course, be some disruption to other wildlife, 
but appropriate steps will be taken to minimise this and to 
ensure compliance with legislation.  A licenced ecologist 
will be on site during the works to ensure that this is the 
case. There will be limited works required within the river 
itself, and these will be timed to minimise the impact on 
fish as well as water voles. The Environment Agency has 
been consulted throughout the planning for this path and 
has granted an exemption, where necessary, for bank 
maintenance works.   
Specifically, in relation to vegetation cutting in spring – 
this is not illegal. However, we agree that ideally the 
vegetation should have been cut back earlier than this, and 
that is why it will be done with every plant being carefully 
checked before cutting and being left if there is any nesting 
activity. There is not much that needs removing. 
The nest of any wild bird is protected, so the vegetation 
can be cut back provided that no nests will be affected. The 
work to cut back vegetation is being done by FWAG 
volunteers.  
 

 
The Council is 
arranging for a 
company to come to the 
Community Centre and 
securely shred and 
dispose of unwanted 
documents.  We are 
offering you the 
opportunity to use this 
service and bring along 
any paperwork that you 
want to have shredded 
on that day.  
 
If this is something that 
you would like to take 
advantage of, please call 
us on: 713326  
or email us at: 
clerks@fairfordtowncou
ncil.gov.uk  
for more details.  
 
 



 

 

 

Fairford’s annual community event – Fairford Festival – is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary this year with an exciting 
theme: ‘Space’. Honouring the 50th anniversary of when 
man first walked on the moon, the 2019 Fairford Festival 
will be held over the weekend 7th-9th June and will be 
bringing the space theme to life with new events and 
experiences for all to enjoy. 
 
The Festival Committee has been busy organising a full 
programme of exciting events, which will include: The 
Festival Parade; Fairford Festival of Fiction; live music, the 
ever-popular 10k Road Race and 3k Fun Run; sports taster 
sessions; craft fair; children’s crafts and activities in our 
new ‘Space Tent’; and a thrilling planetarium experience 
and much more. 
 
For full details, please see the Fairford Festival website: 
http://www.fairfordfestival.org.uk; follow us on Facebook 
or Instagram @FairfordFestival or Twitter: @FairfordFest. 
Fairford Festival is organised by volunteers and any 
surplus of profits made is donated to the Fairford Town 
Charity to help local causes and organisations. 
 
If you wish to support the Festival by way of sponsorship 
or a donation, please email: 
sponsorship@fairfordfestival.org.  
 

 

 
 

You can bring your 
printer cartridges, empty 
toner and old mobile 
phones to the 
Community Centre, 
during office hours, to be 
recycled.  There is a box 
in the hall outside the 
Town Council office.  

The Town Council is 
looking at providing a 
central point for crisp 
packets to be collected 
for recycling.   
 
We will keep you 
updated with our 
progress on this.  

http://www.fairfordfestival.org.uk/
http://www.fairfordfestival.org.uk/
mailto:sponsorship@fairfordfestival.org
mailto:sponsorship@fairfordfestival.org


 

 

 

Elections to the 34 seats on Cotswold District Council (CDC), 
and every seat on all Parish and Town Councils in the District, 
will take place on Thursday 2nd May 2019.  Polling stations will 
be open from 7.00 am until 10.00 pm. The Community Centre is 
your polling station in Fairford.  
 

In order to be able to vote at any election, you must be included 
on the electoral register. 
If you are not already on the register of electors, and wish to vote 
at these elections, CDC must receive your application to register 
by midnight on Friday 12 April 2019.  You can register online 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote.  
 
Remember: if you are not registered, you can't vote! 
Poll cards will be sent out to all registered electors on 
26 March 2019  
 

 

It's very easy to apply for a postal vote.  You can have a postal 
vote for one election, or you may prefer to have a permanent 
postal vote - it's your choice. 
If you want to apply to vote by post at the elections on 2nd May, 
then CDC must receive your completed form by 5.00 pm on 
Monday 15th April. 
The same deadline applies if you want to make changes to an 
existing postal vote arrangement in time for the 2nd May 
elections. 
CDC will issue postal vote packs by first class post, but in two 
phases - for existing postal voters, and any new postal voters 
whose applications are received by 9 April, there will be a mail-
out on 13th April.  All other packs will be issued no later than 20th 
April.  
Proxy voting is an option if you can't vote in person and do not 
want a postal vote.  Under this arrangement, you appoint 
someone you trust to vote for you. 
If you want to apply to vote by proxy at the elections on 2nd May, 
we must receive your completed form by 5.00 pm on Wednesday 
24th April. 
If, however, you want to make changes to your existing proxy 
voting arrangements, then we must receive your completed 
application by 5.00 pm on Monday 15th April. 

 

Thank you to all those 
who participated in the 
public consultation day 
on Thursday 14th March. 
 
The display material is 
all available on the Town 
Council website: 
fairfordtowncouncil.gov.
uk/town-
council/neighbourhood-
plan/   
 
There are various draft 
proposals for public 
discussion, which will be 
subject to change after 
further discussion with 
Cotswold District 
Council and 
consideration of the 
public response. 
 
We do want to hear your 
views and further 
information will be 
posted as and when 
available. 
 



 

 

Struggling to get where you need to go, or know 
someone who is? 
 
Community Connexions is a local community transport 
charity that brings together volunteers to give transport to 
people of all ages who can’t easily access it, because of 
physical or mental reasons, or social or rural isolation. 
  
The door-to-door car service is run by trained volunteers 
and journeys cost £1 per mile with a minimum spend of 
£5, which is to help cover the volunteer’s fuel costs. We 
also offer bus hire starting from less than £30 an hour with 
one of our trained and qualified drivers.  
  
If you think you would benefit from Community 
Connexions or know someone who would, please call us on 
0345 680 5029 for more information or visit our 
website www.communityconnexions.org.uk 
  
Without volunteers, Community Connexions would not be 
unable to provide the breadth of services or help as many 
people as we do. Last year we helped passengers across 
Gloucestershire make over 95,000 trips. These were to 
doctor and hospital appointments, day centres, visits to 
friends and family, and more. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Elaine Pearson-Scott 
at Elaine@communityconnexions.org.uk or phone on 0345 
680 5029. 
 

 
Thursday 18th April 2019 

at 7.30 pm 
at Fairford Community 

Centre 
Church Monuments 

of Gloucestershire by 
Chris Hobson  

 
Thursday 16th May 

at 7.30 pm 
at Fairford Community 

Centre 
More men behind the 

Medals by Graham 
Pitchfork  

 
Membership £5 Visitors 

£3 
For further information 
contact Alison on 01285 

711768 or email:  
enquiry@fairfordhistory.

org.uk or visit 
www.fairfordhistory.org.

uk 

Women in the windows 
of St Mary’s Church, 

Fairford by John Read 
Price £2.50 

Available from FHS and 
the Church 

 
 

http://www.fairfordhistory.org.uk/
http://www.fairfordhistory.org.uk/

