
 

 

 

  

Cllr Stephen Boulton 

Fairford Town Mayor 

stephenboulton89@yahoo.com 

 

 
I was immensely proud to be the Mayor of this fine Town 
on 11th November this year.  The Remembrance Parade and 
Service was exceptional.  Thanks must go to Major General 
Sir Evelyn Webb-Carter KCVO OBE DL and the Fairford 
branch of the Royal British Legion for organising the poppy 
collection and the parade.  Special thanks to Adam Bayliss 
who played the bugle so beautifully.  
 
Our Festive Market takes place on Friday 7th December – 
it’s set to be a great event, with over 40 stalls including 
artisan crafts, gifts, festive food & drink and much more.  
Don’t forget to visit Father Christmas, who will be in the 
grotto in a new location this year: he will be in Colston 
House, keeping warm! Thank you to Londis and the Co-op 
for donating the sweets for the grotto! The Council would 
also like to thank the Ernest Cook Trust for generously 
funding the magnificent tree in the Market Place.  
 
I have been humbled this past year by the community spirit 
that I’ve witnessed in Fairford.  Our community has rallied 
together to support families in crisis, to attend fundraising 
events, to fund our new hare and there have been hundreds 
of other small gestures of love and goodwill and generosity 
of spirit that have meant so much to those who have 
received them.   Fairford truly is a good place to be.  
 
2019 is going to be a busy year for the Town Council, not 
least because of the elections in May.  All of the seats are up 
for election, and any resident, on the electoral role is 
welcome to stand.  Further information will be available in 
the new year.  
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year.  
 
Steve.  



 

 

The Town Council office will be closed on Monday 24th 
December and will reopen on Wednesday 2nd January 
2019.  
  

Cotswold District Council’s waste and recycling collection 
service provider, Ubico Ltd, will be making normal 
collections up to and including Friday 21st December. 
There will be changes in collection days until the normal 
schedule resumes on Monday 21 January 2019.  
The collection days will be as follows: 
Friday 21 December 

2018 
Everything 

Wednesday 2 January 2019 Food/Garden 

Tuesday 8 January 2019 Everything (Extra bagged waste 
can be left beside your black bin 
for this collection) 

Monday 14 January 2019 Food/Garden 

Saturday 19 January 2019 Everything 

 

www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/bins-and-recycling 
 
The collection schedule will return to normal on 
the week beginning Monday 21 January 2019. 
 
Please also note that Christmas trees can be taken to the 
following Garden Centres after Christmas for recycling 
up until 13th January 2019. (Once collected they are 
turned into peat-free compost): 
Dobbies Garden Centre, Cirencester, GL7 6EU 
Wyevale Garden Centre, Lechlade, GL7 3DP 

                                                                               

Follow us on Twitter for up 

to date news and 

information from your 

Council. @fairfordcouncil 

Find us on Facebook - 

search for Fairford Town 

Council. 

 

Fairford Town Council, 

Community Centre, 

High Street, Fairford, 

GL7 4AF 

Tel: 01285 713326/712344  

 

If you would like to contact 

us then please email: 

clerks@fairford-tc.co.uk 

 

Or visit our website: 

fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next two Full Town 

Council Meetings will be 

on Tuesday 11th December 

and Tuesday 15th January 

at 7.00pm in the Barker 

Room, Fairford 

Community Centre. 
 



 

 

The identification of Fairford as “A Good Place to Be” reflects the widely held opinion 
among those who have lived here for any length of time that there is something special 
about the town, its surroundings and life here that needs recognising. 
 
The things that are most obvious include St Mary’s Church, which has often served as a 
venue for concerts as well as regular worship and other events, the High Street, Market 
Place and London Street, with their shops, pubs/restaurants and other services, the 
green areas of the Walnut Tree Field, Fairford Park and around the lakes and river, the 
surrounding countryside and of course schools and the many community interest 
groups in the town catering for all ages. 
 
The existence of these facilities has been the pretext for the significant expansion of 
housing around the town over the last 5 years.  However, this growth has also placed 
an increasing pressure on now over-stretched services such as healthcare and other 
infrastructure, particularly parking in the town centre, the very constrained main road 
through the town and the water supply and sewage systems.  Despite the housing 
growth, they have also not been immune from the effects of cost-cutting by local 
government and other service organisations, with the loss of the Bank and the handing 
over of control of the Sports Centre to Farmor’s School and consequent reduction in 
the availability to the local community being examples.  Local employment sites (and a 
potential community site) have also been lost to residential development, despite an 
apparent need for more space (of the right type) to allow small and medium sized 
businesses to expand locally.  Added to this, the effects of the continued ready 
availability of cheap finance for housing and the relaxation in planning controls mean 
that these good things are under threat.   
 
Remote authorities in Gloucester and Cirencester seem to have been doing little to 
help, despite the large sums they have received from the new housing development in 
the form of New Homes Bonus etc. and the central government ‘expectation’ that they 
would consult local communities (which they have not done) about how this should be 
spent to mitigate the impacts, and at times seem to have been actively working to 
frustrate our efforts to remedy these problems.  They also lack a proper economic 
strategy for the local area, which would help to sustain the vitality of the town centre 
and reduce reliance on out-commuting (with the environmental benefits that would 
bring). 

However, there is hope that this may change.  As part of the 
Local Plan process Cotswold District Council agreed “to work 
together [with the Town Council] to find a solution ... which 
meets both the obligations placed on the District Council and the 
reasonable aims and objectives of the Town Council and people 
of Fairford”.   



 

  

Gloucestershire County Council seems to be responding 
positively to the Town Council’s aspirations regarding the 
future of the Coln House School site (subject to a decision 
by the Secretary of State), although it could do more to 
engage positively with us on neighbourhood planning and 
highways issues.  The Ernest Cook Trust has also shown an 
interest in helping with ‘master planning’ for the town, 
potentially including new educational and community 
facilities. 
 
There are also other things we can potentially do to help 
ourselves, such as working with local residents and 
businesses to protect and enhance the character and quality 
of the town centre, to make it an even more attractive place 
to visit, shop, meet and live for the benefit of all – An even 
better place to be. 
 
The new (revised) Neighbourhood Plan provides a 
framework for addressing these issues and mapping out a 
more genuinely ‘sustainable’ future for Fairford.  We will be 
consulting again on this in the next couple of months.  The 
big questions are, of course: 

• What amount of further housing development in 
Fairford is reasonable, acceptable and feasible, and 
on what timescale, particularly if it is to help address 
the ‘infrastructure deficit’ issues and potentially 
provide new facilities?  (Potential changes in the role 
of the Air Base may have an impact on this.) 

• What type of new facilities are required, and where 
should these be located? 

• Where should any new housing best be located, to 
minimise flood risks and ensure easy access 
(preferably by foot or cycle) to the town centre and 
these other facilities? 

•  
We will look forward to seeing your response to our 
proposals. 
 
Cllr Richard Harrison 
Chairman, Planning Committee 
 
 
 

The Council recently had a 
new surface laid under the 
basket swing and replaced 
the balance beam in the 
trim trial.  Thank you to 
everyone who made 
suggestions for further 
improvements. These were 
considered at a Works & 
Community meeting in 
October.  In the first 
instance, the gate for the 
toddler area is being fixed 
and reinstated and two 
more benches have been 
installed.  We are in 
discussion with the Ernest 
Cook Trust regarding 
leasing the remaining half 
of the field, which would 
give us more scope to 
consider your requests for 
goal posts, and sensory 
gardens.  The Council’s 
priority will always to be to 
maintain safe facilities, so a 
replacement programme 
for the trim trail and 
additional surfacing has 
been budgeted for over the 
next year.  The skate ramp 
improvements will require 
a huge investment from the 
community, grants will be 
needed as well as support 
from residents, so will take 
longer to be realized.    
 
  

 

 



 

 

 

For the sixth year running there will be a Christmas 
Lunch taking place on Christmas Day in the Fairford 
Community Centre.  This is for individuals and couples 
who would otherwise be on their own on Christmas Day 
and is open to people in Fairford and surrounding 
villages - and Lechlade.  It will continue to take the same 
format as before, so we are looking for volunteers to 
assist in helping with the preparation and cooking of the 
meal, drivers to collect and return people home and 
others to act as hosts/hostesses during the day. 
 
Carol and Richard Thompson have kindly come forward 
to coordinate the day this year so please contact them or 
the other names below for further information and offers 
of help.  
 Please also check on your neighbours and friends and 
put them in touch if they show any interest in helping or 
being a guest.   
 
A donation of £5 will be requested from each guest and 
other offers of financial help will be most welcome. 
Each year we have been amazed by the support of the 
local community and call on you once more to support us 
in this worthwhile cause. 
 
Amanda & Mervyn Cully 
Contacts:   
Carol & Richard Thompson:  Tel:  01285 712123 

Email:  carol@carolandrichard.net 
Amanda & Mervyn Cully:  Tel:  01285 712700 
Andy Wilkinson:  01285 712763 
 
 
 

The Town Council and 
the Town are indebted to 
all those who volunteer 
to help keep Fairford 
looking beautiful. 
In particular, we would 
like to thank: 
Syd Flatman, Norman 
Brown & John Clark for 
the excellent work they 
do in the churchyard and 
with the flower tubs.  
 
Irene Nicholls for her 
tireless efforts, in all 
weathers, to keep the 
Walnut Tree Field free 
from litter. 
 
Heather Kent for 
continuing her litter 
picking around the town.  
 
Gareth Hopkins & 
Adrian Griffiths for their 
able assistance in putting 
up the Christmas lights 
and the star on the 
church.  
 
Peter Nichols and Tom 
Paton for helping us put 
up the tree in the Market 
Place. We couldn’t do it 
without you! 
 

 

mailto:carol@carolandrichard.net


 

  

 

 
The FLBClub is thrilled to announce that the Lakes by yoo 
will once again be the headline sponsor for the Business 
Awards. The Lakes have been members of the Business Club 
for many years and has always supported local business and 
the Fairford and Lechlade communities. 
Now in its 12th year, the Fairford & Lechlade Business Club 
Business Awards 2019 will be held on Saturday 26th January 
at 7pm at Sudbury House Hotel, Faringdon.  
  
The FLBClub is expecting another record year of entries from 
the many local enterprising businesses in the area. Previous 
winners have been elated to find that all their hard work has 
been recognised at the FLBClub Business Awards and have 
enjoyed celebrating their success with their employees, 
customers and suppliers. 
Over the years, the FLBClub has grown in membership and 
now supports businesses from a very wide area across 
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire including 
Swindon, Cirencester, Oxford, Faringdon, Highworth and 
Cricklade.  
  
The FLBClub is inviting all FLBC member businesses to enter 
the Awards as well as non-members in the postcode areas: 
GL7, SN6, SN7 or OX18. If you are not a member and are not 
located in the above postcode areas, then why not join the 
Business Club? It costs only £40 per annum and is great 
value for money with many benefits. 
To enter the FLBClub Business Awards, go to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FLBCAwards2019.  
  
Entries for 2019 will only be via the online entry form with 
the closing date being noon on 31st December 2018. To find 
out more about the Award categories, how to enter the 
Awards and about the FLBClub, please visit www.flbc.org.uk 
or email admin@flbc.org.uk.   
 You can also vote for your favourite three hospitality venues 
in the Bob Warren Hospitality Award. The venue with the 
most number of votes by noon on 31st December 2018 will be 
the winner and will receive their Award at the Awards Dinner 
in January. 
 To vote in the Bob Warren Hospitality Awards, go to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FLBCHospitality2019.  
 

 

Thanks to the continued 
generosity of Fairford’s 
residents we have had 
another year on year 
increase to our Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal. This year we 
have raise just over 
£5100, these monies will 
contribute to the 
National total which 
helps both serving and 
retired members of the 
military with anything 
from counselling to 
major house conversions 
to help with disabilities.  
 
If anyone would like to 
assist further or join us 
at other events, please 
look at our notice board 
just outside Londis for 
our schedule.   
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FLBCAwards2019


 

  

 

 
Can you spare 3 hours a 
month to help get our 
Lunch Club Members to 
Fairford Hospital on a 
Monday or Wednesday?  
 
We need additional 
minibus drivers to pick 
up and take home our 
members from the 
Lunch Club held at 
Fairford Hospital. We do 
ask our drivers to 
complete a DBS check. 
If you are interested, 
please contact Shirley 
Rice on 01367 253096. 
 

100 Club 2019 
Subscriptions are now due for 2019.  We really want to 
increase the number of members so if you have not set up 
a direct debit for the 100 Club please send your £12 to 
Andrena Miles, Treasurer, Friends of Fairford Hospital, 
2nd Floor, 11 High Street, Fairford, GL7 4AD 
If you want to set up a Direct Debit or have not yet joined 
and are interested in doing so, then please refer to our 
website (www.friendsoffairford.org.uk) or contact 
Christine Barker for further details. A Direct Debit will 
ensure being included in the draw every year and a 
chance to win a cash prize 6 times a year. 
 
If you need further information about The League of 
Friends please contact Christine Barker on: 07767 
408409 or email: fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk. or refer to 
our website www.friendsoffairford.org.uk 
 

The League of Friends needs your help! 
PATIENT TRANSPORT SCHEME - VOLUNTEER 
DRIVERS REQUIRED 

We have a team of volunteer drivers who provide over 
700 journeys a year for people in our community who 
have difficulty getting to their medical appointments at 
GP surgeries and local hospitals. We urgently need more 
drivers to help with this vital community service.  We do 
ask our drivers to complete a DBS check as this service 
provides much needed support and assistance to many 
vulnerable people in our community.   

Car running costs are paid for. 

Do you think you can help?  If so, please contact 
Christine Barker on: 07767 408409 or email 
fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk 
 
If you need further information about The 
League of Friends please contact Christine 
Barker on: 07767 408409 or email: 
fairford.lof@hotmail.co.uk or visit our website at 
www.friendsoffairford.org.uk 
 

http://www.friendsoffairford.org.uk/


 

  

Members of Fairford Community Voice/Fairford 
‘Walkers are Welcome’ have recently been working on 
the updating of the existing maps and directions of the 
walks in and around Fairford. Working with FTC, FWAG 
and local volunteer groups we are also helping to 
upgrade the paths which will include improved 
surfacing, signposting and the introduction of a circular 
river and town walk accessible to people with 
disabilities.  Work is also being undertaken to maintain 
and improve the environment in the vicinity of the walks 
and in particular the River Coln. 

The walks range from 2 – 6miles using PROWs and 
permissive paths, avoiding busy main roads wherever 
possible. These include walks from Fairford to Lechlade, 
Coln St Aldwyns, Quenington and Bibury, with new 
routes being added in the future.  All walks start from 
Fairford’s free car park which is located just beyond St 
Mary’s Church at the top of the High Street, close to the 
town’s shops, coffee shops and public houses. For those 
walkers wishing to learn more about Fairford’s history 
and view its hidden treasures, the Fairford Heritage 
Trail is also highly recommended and, being largely 
within the town boundary, is especially suitable during 
inclement weather (a map is available from the Town 
Council offices).  There are also information boards on 
many of the walks describing the local flora and fauna   
at various locations.  

The maps and detailed directions, including ‘Points of 
Interest’, can be downloaded from the FCV website – 
www.fairfordcv.org.uk. A Fairford walking app is also 
being prepared and will include additional walks in the 
area; and new walks brochures are being prepared. The 
circular walk from Fairford to Quenington and Coln St 
Aldwyns is now also shown on the ‘Cotswold Pub Walks’ 
app (available from the App store – produced by Tiny 
Rocket Apps). 

 

 

 

 

Any waste toner, 
printer inkjet 
cartridges and 
mobile phones can be 
recycled at the 
Community Centre in 
Fairford.  Drop them 
in the box at the 
bottom of the stairs 
by the front door 
when the building is 
open.   
 
This is a free scheme 
run by ECS The 
Greener Side 
www.greener-
side.co.uk 



 

 

  

The festive season is fast approaching and will soon be 
upon us once more. If you are in need of a fantastic local 
venue to hold your Christmas / New Year celebrations, 
then Fairford Community Centre can cater to your needs.  
 
There are a number of rooms, of various sizes, available 
for hire. All are suitable for fundraising events, children’s 
parties, craft activities, meetings and large parties.     
 
Each room can be booked by the hour, the day or for 
longer periods. Rates vary from a few £s to around £14 per 
hour. 
 
Some of the facilities we are able to offer are: 

• Hearing Loop / Sound System 

• Projector Screen 

• Fully Equipped kitchen  
• Alcohol License  

• Live Music License   

• We can recommend local caterers who are 
experienced in providing meals/ buffets at the 
centre.  

   
Fairford Community Centre  

Tel: 01285 711571 
 
Bookings@fccentre.co.uk  
Manager@fccentre.co.uk 
www.fairfordcommunitycentre.org  
 

Food Waste: Over 4 
million Christmas 
dinners are thrown away 
each year.  Keep using 
your food caddy but 
check out the variety of 
food re-use recipes at 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.
com 
 
Christmas presents, 
cards and paper: 
Separate out plastics, 
wrapping paper and 
cards. Cardboard must 
be folded or broken 
down to “blue bag size”. 
Tins, cans, empty 
aerosols, metal lids and 
plastic in your white 
reusable sack. Glass and 
paper in the black box 
(in separate boxes if you 
have two boxes). 
Choose wrapping 
without plastic or metal 
coating. Check it stays 
“scrunched” when you 
scrunch it. You can’t 
recycle the wrapping 
that won’t “scrunch”. 



 

 

  
RAF ALCONBURY, United Kingdom -- The U.S. 

Air Force’s 95th Reconnaissance Squadron and 488th 

Intelligence Squadron will relocate its RC-135 RIVET 

JOINT mission from RAF Mildenhall to RAF Fairford as 

part of the European Infrastructure Consolidation. 
 
Approximately 530 military personnel and 740 family 

members will move to the areas around RAF Fairford. 

The relocation enables U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air 

Forces Africa to reduce excess capacity without any 

loss of operational capabilities. 
 
The move is expected to begin in 2023 and be complete 
by 2024. 

 
All RC-135s are permanently assigned to the 55th Wing, 

Air Combat Command, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. 

They will use RAF Fairford as a Forward Operating 

Location and will deploy as required from the U.S. as 

they currently do at RAF Mildenhall. The 95th RS and 

488th IS provide intelligence collection, analysis and 

dissemination capabilities. 
 
For more information on the RC-135, please visit the Air 
Force’s fact sheet here:  
https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Fact-
Sheets/Display/Article/104608/rc-135vw-rivet-joint/. 

 
 

The Town Council is 
looking forward to 
working closely with the 
MOD and the USAF.  
 
We will continue to 
engage with MoD 
officials and other 
authorities as the USAF 
plans mature and will 
ensure that Fairford 
residents are kept up to 
date with all progress.  
 
As and when 
information is made 
available to the Council 
we will put it on our 
website, the Town 
Council Facebook Page 
and, when discussed in 
Council meetings, it will 
be an Agenda item and 
minuted accordingly.  
 
If you have any 
questions or concerns, 
please get in touch and 
we will try to help.  
 
 

 



 

 

Thanks to generous donations from residents in and around 
Fairford; County, District & Fairford Town Councils; local 
businesses and Charitable Trusts; work on the upgrade and 
modernisation of The Palmer Hall started on 1st November. 
The builders contracted to do the work are J R Smith 
Builders Limited from Whelford, who are extremely 
sensitive to the needs of current users of the historic hall 
and have scheduled the renovation work to fit around them. 
 
The first part of the modernisation work is the installation 
of the toilet facility for disabled users. This will be a new 
facility built into the store room at the back of the hall and 
will also incorporate baby-changing facilities. Over the 
Christmas and New Year period, there will be a break from 
building, but the work will start again in January with the 
upgrade of the toilets for male and female users, the 
entrance lobby and the main hall. As part of the face-lift for 
the main hall, there will be new black-out blinds at the 
windows and new stage curtains on motorised tracks. 
 
The Palmer Hall Committee is really excited about the work 
being undertaken and hope that the people of Fairford will 
love the transformation. A grand opening of the Hall is 
planned for March/April when donors, supporters and 
users of the hall will be invited to come and celebrate with a 
glass of wine.  
 
The internal renovation of the hall is, however, only the first 
phase of the work to safeguard the future of the Palmer Hall 
for years to come. Considerable repairs are needed to the 
roof above the store-room and maintenance work is needed 
to the guttering and rendering of the building, so 
fundraising will continue to enable work on the exterior to 
start in the Spring of 2019. If you haven’t donated already, 
would you please consider doing so on our GoFundMe page: 
https://uk.gofundme.com/the-palmer-hall.  
 

 
The Palmer Hall, 
Fairford, is a large space 
available for hire, with 
an alcohol licence and 
kitchen facilities.  There 
is a spacious raised stage 
for band performances, 
shows and plays. 
The hall is available for 
private hire for birthday 
parties, weddings, 
functions and social 
events. 
Every 3rd Wednesday of 
the month, Palmer Hall 
runs a monthly cinema 
at £3.50 entry per 
person inclusive of tea, 
coffee and a biscuit, with 
wine available at £3.00 a 
glass.  Look out for the 
posters around Fairford 
for details of the next 
film or visit our website. 
A variety of clubs use the 
hall on a regular basis. If 
you would like to join or 
hire the hall just visit our 
website on 
www.thepalmerhall.org. 
 

 

 
 



 

 


